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MESSAGE

| am pleased to know that Doon Library is publishing a
Monograph on the history and achievements of Doon Library over

the years for the information of youth and mass readers

it is gratifying to note that this Monograph will give
achievements made by the Library and brief biographies of some
of the greatest persons who established the Doon Library and

transformed it with the new world.

| congratulate and convey my best wishes for the success of

the Monograph.

(Dr. Sukhbir Singh Sandhu)

PARADE GROUND TO LANSDOWNE CHOWE



Deat D, Joshi,

Thik is 8 great moment for us and for Dehradun when the long
awaited public library building will be inaugurated. I congratulate
you on this magmificent sffort. My felicitations also to all members
of the (overning Body, the (Genaral Body and cur esmployees in the
DLRC.

This new building will have multiple uses. It will not only have space
to expand but also provide additional facilities for the members of
the Library, internet connections and space for holding semingrg and
conferences, rescarch facilitics and galleries for various kinds of
exhibitions. This is really a tribatte to the hard work and vizion that
you have contributed and the sustained efforts of our library
colleagues.

Regards,

Surjit Das

Vanaprastha

347/, Vasant Vihar, Dehradun 248006

E mail surjitkdas(@pmedl.com

Mobile +91 9953780345, +91 7006080345
Tele : 0135 2761585
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Message from the Director
Shri N. Ravi Shanker

“Chai pe Charcha” is how the idea of the Doon Library began; when
Prof. B.K Joshi discussed it with his good friends Allan Scaly and
Arvind Krishne Mehrotra. Thet it found many takers in the
(lovernment, who helped in the canse of setting up a Library, speaks
vohmne for the enduring fascination with books amongsat people of a
genergtion that counts itself ag senior citizens in todey's world.
The history of the premises in which the DLRC (Doon Library and
Research Centar) is housed is a fascinating read — ably compiled by
the moving spirit behind this Institution —Prof, B K Joshi,
The travels and travails of the individual who traversed the course to
it up the Institution is a saga in itself. Hia amile despite all the
obstacles in the process hag ensured that DLRC hag been fully
fimctional for over 15 years, albeit m a tentpomary premnises. The
unflapping aspiration to set up the DLRC in 8 permanent building
bore fruit in 2018 with the coming together of the Smart City Project
of Dehradun and CSR fimding from AAL steered by development
Ag his successor in the position of Director of DLRC, I stand in the
shoes of a titan, and constantly look up to his guidance in his avatar as
the Advisor to DLRC.
‘We are on the cusp of shifting to the new building, and are sxcited
that the journey that begsoa over a cop of tea among fiienda in 2005, i
now a reality, and it will be a lasting legacy to the book loving public
of Dehradun.
N. Ravi Shanker
Hongrary Director
DLRC.
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Prologue

A short journey, a long distance

The distance from the southern end of the Parade Ground to Lansdowne
Chowk is hardly a hundred metres or so, but for us it represents a big leap — from a
run-down hovel to a sparkling new, custom-built home. The transformation has
happened over a relatively short span of sixteen years; although for us who lived
through it, the duration may have seemed endless at times. This monograph attempts
to recount the story of that leap.

The origin of the Doon Library & Research Centre is unique in some ways
and its history quite unremarkable. The story starts when I moved to Dehradun in
1998 after giving up the Vice Chancellorship of the Kumaun University. I had
worked as a researcher in social sciences at the Giri Institute of Development
Studies, Lucknow since 1980, first as a Professor followed by a stint as the Director
for nine years from 1987. Though retired from formal employment I still fancied
myself, maybe mistakenly, as a social scientist and researcher. I, therefore, felt the
need of a good library in the area of social sciences for pursuing my own research
interests. Unfortunately, Dehradun did not have such a library open to the public. The
city had excellent institutional libraries in the many national research institutes
located in the city, but they were meant only for their own staff and concentrated on
specialized collections relevant to the mandate of the institutions. For my own needs
I used to frequently go up to Mussoorie to consult the LBS National Academy of
Administration library. The library authorities were really helpful and generous in
allowing me access to books which I could consult in the library; but not being part of
the Academy I could not borrow books. Though much better than not having access
to a good library, this arrangement had severe limitations. I could not go up to
Mussoorie as frequently as I wanted. Hence I started dreaming of setting up a library.
By way of an aside I may mention that libraries have always been very close to my
heart. My love for libraries was sparked by the four odd years that I spent in the USA
earning my doctoral degree. The university that I attended had two excellent libraries
that provided me access to much of the material I needed. For the rest I spent two
months over a summer at the University of Wisconsin, Madison working in the
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library. In two months there [ was able to accomplish what may have taken me overa
year at home. The value of a good library and helpful librarians became almost
permanently etched in my mind. Back in India I got involved in developing the
library collections in two institutions where I worked. This experience was
something that provided great satisfaction and fulfillment that I have always
cherished. Along with a love for libraries I also developed great respect for the work
of library professionals. It is their commitment and dedication that makes a visit to a
library such a pleasant and rewarding experience.

Apart from the university libraries that I used very profitably, the city where I
spent almost five years also had an excellent public library with branches spread
throughout the city. It was managed and maintained by the city government. The
public library ran special programmes for children to attract them and develop
reading habit among them. Apart from the library the city government also
maintained parks, play-grounds, swimming pools and other recreation facilities
open to the public. In the past some of our municipal bodies did support and manage
libraries for its citizens; unfortunately these libraries have fallen prey to civic
neglect. It is now considered the responsibility of the government, especially state
governments to provide this facility. Many state governments in India have been
fulfilling this responsibility with considerable success. Unfortunately, the state of
Uttarakhand has not yet risen to the task. On the contrary, some of the old district
libraries that have been in existence for a long time and still hold valuable collection
of books have suffered neglect and are no longer serving their main purpose. Itisin
this background that the need of a good public library in a highly literate city like
Dehradun acquires importance, and provides a justification, if any is needed, for the
establishment of this institution named Doon Library & Research Centre.

A few words about adding research centre to the name. The institution is built
around the idea that it should hold books and other materials to cater to a wide cross-
section of readers in order to become a true public library. Thus apart from quality
fiction and books on contemporary and topical subjects it has also built a collection
on history, culture, economy and society, etc. in general and on Himalayas and
Uttarakhand in particular. This has been done so that in course of time it is able to
attract scholars, researchers and others interested in these subjects, especially those
working on the Himalayas and Uttarakhand. Alongside, we also wish to undertake
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and promote studies, through our own research staff as well as by commissioning or
supporting others to undertake specific studies. The research cntre is also envisaged
as a place for holding seminars, meetings and discussions on specific subjects and
themes. We do not view the library and research centre as discrete entities. They are
intimately related and dependent on each other.

In conclusion, I will be failing in my duty if I do not acknowledge the signal
contribution of our dedicated staff members to building this institution. The
comments of some our members appended to this write-up acknowledge the helpful
nature of the staff members towards the readers. After all, the library exists for its
readers, and if they are not well served it loses its very raison d'etre. In putting
together this monograph too I have been helped by many members of the library
staff, especially the librarian Shri J. B. Goyal, Programme Associate Shri Chandra
Shekhar Tewari, Research Assistant Shri Sunder Singh Bisht, Accountant Ms. Yogita
Thapliyal and many others. I express my heartful thanks to them.
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A Seed is Planted

One day, sometime in early 2005, I was sitting with two friends — the writer
Allan Sealy and the poet-academic Arvind Krishna Mehrotra — and mentioned to
them that I wish I could start a good library in Dehradun. Their immediate reaction
was why don't you? I pointed out that setting up a library from scratch is not possible
for individuals as it requires considerable money. It can only be done by institutions
or by the government. Moreover a public library has to depend on public
(government) funding. My friends then asked me to outline a proposal which could
then be considered collectively. So I came up with a short concept note outlining
what I had in mind. They liked it and we decided that our next step should be to
approach the Uttarakhand government to sell the idea.

I sought a meeting with Mr M. Ramachandran, the then Additional Chief
Secretary who could be termed the "education czar" of Uttarakhand as he was
looking after all branches of education from primary to higher, including technical
education. We three trooped into his office and briefly explained to him our desire for
a government supported public library managed by an autonomus body with focus
on social sciences and Himalayas. He immediately agreed that it was a good idea and
even suggested it could be part of the cultural complex that the government was
planning to set up on the premises of the old jail on Hardwar road. The jail had been
moved outside the city to a new, modern and spacious premises and the government
had decided to use the vacated land for establishing a cultural complex. He asked us
to come up with a detailed plan. We came out of his office quite elated at this
unexpected success. I then set about putting flesh and bones to the concept. My basic
idea was to set up a library with a social science focus along with a research centre for
undertaking studies on issues related to Uttarakhand and the Himalayas, to be
supported financially by the government but managed as an autonomous body with
representation from the government, academia and eminent personalities. Arvind
Mehrotra suggested that the library should also cater to the general readers so that it
becomes a real public library. I envisaged an autonomous registered society to

PARADE GROUND TO LANSDOWNE CHOWK 01



manage the affairs of the library and accordingly drafted a Memorandum of
Association and Rules for a Society to manage the library. My experience at the Giri
Institute had given me a fairly good idea of the legal requirements of an autonomous
society. This I submitted to Mr Ramachandran. He liked the draft and passed it on to
Mr D. K. Kotia, Secretary in the education department, to carry forward the idea in
consultation with me. I may mention that in Uttarakhand the subject of libraries is the
responsibility of the education department — more specifically secondary education
department — under the provisions of the Uttaranchal Public Library Act passed by
the legislative assembly in 2005.

Mr Kotia invited me for discussions for finalizing the draft MoA and Rules of
the Society that would manage and run the proposed Doon Library & Research
Centre. He put forward one condition: I should agree to play a leading role in
establishing and steering the new institution. At this I pointed out to him that I was
already 65 years old and past retirement age, hence someone younger should take on
this responsibility. He insisted that for the institution to take proper shape it was
necessary for me to take responsibility for running it in the initial years. This idea was
further stressed by the Governing Body, formed after the registration of the Society,
in one of its early meetings. That is how I came to be associated with the institution as
its Honorary Director. I was at that time a member of the Second State Finance
Commission.

The institution was registered as a Society in March 2006. The Memorandum
of Association contained the aims and objects of the Society while the Rules
elaborated the governance structure and other aspects necessary for its functioning as
required by the relevant law governing the registration of societies in Uttarakhand.
Briefly, the responsibility for managing the institution was vested in the Governing
Body. The composition of the Governing Body was defined as consisting of the
Chief Secretary, Uttarakhand as the Chairman and Secretaries in the departments of
education (the administrative department), finance, planning, higher education and
culture (since all these Secretaries were original signatories to the MoA) and five
academics or eminent persons invited by the Governing Body for a term of three
years. Incidentally in the original Memorandum of Association, finalized at the
instance of Mr Kotia, I am identified by name as a member of the Governing Body

while the other members are identified by their designations in the case of ex-officio
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members or by the category to which they belong e.g., eminent persons, academics
etc. The MoA has now been amended and my name deleted as it is quite odd, to say
the least, for one person to figure by name as a permanent member of the Society and
its Governing Body. The General Body consisted of all the above plus honorary
members invited by the Governing Body.

The first meeting of the Governing Body was held on March 27, 2006 under
the chairmanship of Mr M. Ramachandran, who had by then taken over as the Chief
Secretary. The main issue was how to make the institution functional, now that it had
formally come into existence. The Chairman suggested that a grant of rupees fifteen
to twenty lakhs should be arranged immediately so that it can start functioning. At
this the Secretary Planning, Mr Amarendra Sinha pointed out that if we are to make a
good beginning then a corpus grant of at least five crore rupees should be provided so
that the interest on this amount, which at the prevailing rates of interest would come
to about Rs 30-35 lakhs per year, can take care of the day to day operations and
development of the library. When the Chairman remarked: how are we to arrange for
such a large sum at the fag end of the financial year? Mr Sinha said leave that to me.
That is where the matter stood when the meeting came to an end. We left, none the
wiser about how money for the library was to be found and quite skeptical of Mr
Sinha's claim that he would arrange money for the corpus fund within the next few
days remaining in the financial year.

However, confounding our skepticism, Mr Sinha proved true to his word.
Getting together with the Finance Secretary, Mr1. K. Pande, who was also a member
of the Governing Body, he was able to rustle up Rs 3.20 crores within a matter of days
and before the close of the financial year the library was provided this sum. The
corpus was to be invested in bank fixed deposit and only the interest thereon could be
utilized. The interest would inevitably be available only a few months down the line.
Hence another grant of ten lakh rupees to take care of immediate expenses was
provided. The library could now start functioning.

The first priority was to find a place for the library and to appoint a librarian
and some members of staff. Shri Kotia and I were authorized to search for a suitable
place for the library. An advertisement was placed in the local paper asking for offers
of suitable premises available for rent, as directed by the Governing Body. From

among the offers that we received, Mr Kotia and I zeroed in on one property on New
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Road that we found suitable for the library — it had a fairly large covered hall that
could serve as the stack-cum-reading room and a number of rooms of various sizes
suitable for offices. We took Mr Ramachandran to see the place and he too approved
it. The only problem was the rent being demanded, Rs 60,000.00 per month was
beyond our capacity. At this Mr Ramachandran suggested that since the state
government was also looking for suitable premises to house the newly-constituted
Administrative Reforms Commission and Physical Planning Cell, they could also
share the premises and the rent. This suited us. While we were on the verge of
finalizing the lease of this building Mr Maheshwari, who was then the Additional
Secretary and Director Education and was also functioning as the Director of the
Doon Library & Research Centre, gave the information that the Survey of Indiahad a
vacant and unused building in Dalanwala which they could give for the library if a
request were to be made. The Chairman, Mr Ramachandran then wrote to the
Surveyor General who agreed to make the building available till such time as the
library got its own building. This was a god-sent opportunity; we could save the rent
and use the money for building the library. It was a three-storey structure situated
behind Welham Boys' School playground. When we visited the building we found it
needed extensive repairs to make it usable. Mr Maheshwari then asked the UP
Rajkiya Nirman Nigam to carry out the necessary repairs. At this stage the Survey of
India turned around and said that they could give only the first and second floors for
the library as they wanted to keep the ground floor for their own use. We had no
choice, so we acquiesced. When the Nirman Nigam started renovating the building
they realized that the structure was extremely weak. According to them when they
were scraping the plaster from one of part of the wall another part of the opposite wall
started giving way. They then downed their tools and refused to proceed further till
the building was certified as safe and structurally sound by IIT Roorkee. This was
something that was beyond the government since it was not the owner of the
building. We were back to square one. It looked like a game of snakes and ladders.
Whenever we climbed a ladder to go ahead, there was a snake waiting to push us
down.

By now we had crossed the middle of the year and there was no building in
sight from where the library could start functioning. Things started getting desperate.

Mr Ramachandran was pushing Mr Maheshwari to do something. In the meantime
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we had advertised for a librarian. Mr Kotia and I interviewed the candidates who had
applied. We selected Mr K. C. Saxena, retired librarian of LBS National Academy,
Mussoorie who was settled in Dehradun. He suited us perfectly. Besides being a
qualified and experienced library professional, he was also willing to work for the
rather modest remuneration that we were offering. We were now armed with a
registration as a Society, we had some money, we had a librarian but no place to begin
our work — a perfect example of the Hindi proverb: "Mil gaya jeen lagaam aur koda,
ab chahiye ghoda" (loosely translated as "We have got the harness, reins and whip,
all we need now is a horse"). Mr Saxena would meet me periodically and discuss
modalities for starting the library, but our discussions remained only academic. With
the meagre financial resources available we could not hope to rent suitable premises
on commercial terms.

When things started getting desperate with no light at the end of the tunnel,
Mr Maheshwari came up with the idea that he would get the education department to
vacate a building inside the Parade Ground where one of their offices was located and
the library could start functioning from there. Our situation was so desperate that we
jumped at the suggestion. Something was better than nothing. The premises were
part of an old run-down building, part of which was with the Samajwadi Party for
their state office, and a couple of employees of the education department were in
occupation of a few rooms at the rear. The portion being offered to us consisted of two
rooms — one large and one medium sized — with a front and rear gallery. I came to
know from a long-time resident of Dehradun that this building formed part of a series
of temporary barracks constructed during the Second World War and named after
Field Marshal Sir Claude Auchinleck, British Army Commander during the war.
These were now the property of the Dehradun Nagar Nigam. Over the years parts of
these barracks had been allotted to sundry government departments, political parties,
and others. These included a government primary school adjacent to the part in
which the library was asked to set up shop, few other offices of the education
department, city office of the Bharatiya Janata Party, and a hall named the Hindi
Bhawan. Not an ideal location for a public library; but we had no choice.

The UP Rajkiya Nirman Nigam was once again asked by the education
department to repair and renovate the building at a rough estimated cost of about Rs
20 lakhs and make it suitable for the library. Fortunately this time they did not reject
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the building as unsafe. It took them a few months to complete the job, which involved
laying new floors, doors and windows, strengthening the walls, giving a new fagade,
adding a long new room at the western side of the premises (opposite the part with the
Samajwadi Party), constructing a new toilet, changing the plumbing, providing
overhead water tanks, a sump for storing water with a motor for pumping water to the
tanks and providing a new gate and entrance.

By the time the renovation work was completed towards the end of November 2006,
Mr Ramachandran had moved to the government of India as a Secretary. Mr Surjit
Das replaced him as the Chief Secretary. His appointment as Chief Secretary and in
that capacity as Chairman of the Governing Body proved to be a great boon for the
fledgling library. His commitment to building the library as an important institution
was a source of great inspiration and support. Having served as the District
Magistrate of Dehradun, his commitment to the city and familiarity with its needs
and problems was unmatched. Through his kind courtesy we invited the then Chief
Minister Shri N. D. Tewari to inaugurate the library in the renovated building. Our
big problem was that we only had an empty building but no books. Inaugurating a
library without books would have looked rather odd, to say the least: Hamlet without
the Prince of Denmark so tospeak. Mr Maheshwari then came to our rescue once
again. He informed us that the education Directorate had a room full of 7000-8000
books submitted by publishers as free samples meant for selection towards purchase
of multiple copies for distribution to various libraries in the state under the scheme
supported by the Raja Rammohan Roy Foundation. We could choose books for our
library from amongst these. The librarian was assigned this task. He brought back a
large number of books. We quickly purchased some book cases to display the books
in order to give the place the feel ofa library in the making.

06 PARADE GROUND TO LANSDOWNE CHOWK



A New Dawn

The inauguration was fixed for December 8, 2006 in the morning. Well
before the appointed time our invited guests started arriving. The larger of the two
rooms had been converted into a meeting hall, while the smaller one was where the
newly acquired books were displayed. All arrangements had been made by the UP
Rajkiya Nirman Nigam which had renovated the building. Shortly before the
appointed time Mr Das, Mr Maheshwari and I gathered at the gate of the new library
building which opened out to the Parade Ground to welcome the Chief Minister.
While we were waiting I suggested to Mr Das that he should give the welcome
address and talk about the purpose and plans for the library, and Mr Maheshwari
should propose the vote of thanks. Mr Das said that instead I should welcome the CM
and invited guests and do all the talking about the library. They would just be present
on the dais. I couldn't persuade him to change his decision. Mr Maheshwari then
suggested that I should request the CM to provide Rs 50 lakhs for the library in the
hope that he may agree to give Rs 25 lakhs. Mr Das remarked "Why be stingy in
asking for money? Better ask for one crore hoping he would agree to provide Rs 50
lakhs".

When the Chief Minister arrived we escorted him inside the building. He
unveiled a stone plaque signifying the inauguration of the library placed in the wall of
the front verandah. Before entering the meeting hall he had a look at the small
collection of books that we had displayed. During the course of my welcome address
I briefly outlined the plans that we had for the library especially our desire to provide
the citizens of Dehradun with a library that would provide access to a good collection
of books on a wide variety of subjects with a special focus on the Himalayan region in
general, and Uttaranchal (as the state was known at that time; its name was changed
to Uttarakhand towards the end of December 2006) in particular. I expressed my
gratitude to the state government for endowing a corpus grant of just over Rs 3 crores.
I also mentioned that the Govening Body had given us the mandate of building a
modern library of national and international standard. In conclusion, I dutifully
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repeated the request to the CM for a sum of Rs one crore for the library, as I had been
tutored to say. In his address Mr N. D. Tewari spoke about the need for developing the
library as a national level institution. He emphasized that it should mould itself on the
pattern of some well-known libraries in the country. It should also take up
publication and dissemination of good books that have difficulty in finding
commercial publishers. He then took all of us by complete surprise when he said that
he had been asked to announce a sum of one crore rupees for the library; he would
instead provide two crores and raise the corpus to five crore rupees. What more
could one ask for!

This announcement by Mr Tewari was to my mind a very good example of his
visionary leadership and the importance of building institutions with a futuristic
perspective. He was also an avid reader himself and kept abreast of new publications.
I recall that when I was the Director, Giri Institute of Development Studies, Lucknow
and he was no longer the Chief Minster of U.P. he once called me late at night. After
apologizing for disturbing me at that hour he wanted to know if our library
subscribed to a couple of journals that he named. When I said yes, he asked if I could
send him copies of some articles published in them. I told him that it would be a
pleasure to do so. Photocopies of the articles were sent to him the next morning.
Incidentally, I may mention that he had been instrumental in establishing the Giri
Institute of Development Studies as an autonomous social science research institute
supported by the Indian Council of Social Science Research during his Chief
Ministership in 1976. He had also inaugurated the new building of the institute in
1986. The institute had a special place in his heart. I recall that sometime in 1988-89,
when he was again the Chief Minister of U.P., and I was introduced to him as Director
of Giri Institute by Mr B.D. Sanwal, our Vice-Chairman he immediately remarked
"Our Giri Institute? How is the Institute doing? Any problems?" He had also started a
discussion group called 'Chintan' which organized regular meetings where different
people were invited to speak on issues of contemporary significance. A wide cross-
section of Lucknow's citizens regularly attended. I also had the privilege of being
invited to address one meeting of 'Chintan'.

He continued to show concern for the library even after he ceased to be the
chief minister of Uttarakhand. One day sometime in 2013 or 2014, late in the
afternoon, when I had already returned from the library, the librarian called me to say
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that there was a message from Mr Tewari's staff that he was on his way to visit the
library. Since it was almost closing time I told him that the library should be kept
open and the staff members should be asked to stay on. There was not enough time for
me to reach the library before his arrival, so I asked the librarian to welcome him and
show him around the library. After less than half an hour I got a call to say that Mr
Tewari wished to speak to me. He gave a few suggestions, one of which was that he
was happy to see we had the full set of the latest edition of Encyclopedia Britannica;
we should also acquire the full set of Encyclopedia Americana. He gave the names of
a few other books to be acquired. He then asked me to meet him sometime to brief
him on the problems being faced by the library and what needs to be done to sort them
out.

I went to meet him after a couple of days and told him that our most serious
problem was the lack of proper accommodation for the library as our present location
was only a make-shift one which was proving to be quite inadequate as the library
progressed. Another problem was shortage of funds as we were entirely dependent
on the interest earned on the corpus, which was barely sufficient for present needs
with no cushion for further expansion. He gave me a patient hearing without making
any commitment or comments. I came back from this meeting convinced that it
would notresult in anything concrete. How mistaken I was. Within the next few days
I received copies of letters he had written to the education Secretary, MDDA and
sundry other officials outlining the problems being faced by the library that he had
inaugurated and asking them to help in solving them.

With the formal inauguration of the library and Mr Tewari's generosity, our
spirits were high. So we doubled down to the task of building the library. At this time I
was working in a purely voluntary capacity without any formal status to take
decisions, which I was doing with the full knowledge of the Chairman, Mr Das and
the formal Director, Mr Maheshwari. Formally, I was only a member of the
Governing Body.

Our first task was to recruit some essential staff and acquire minimum library
and office furniture. Getting good staff members was a challenge as we were able to
offer only minimal remuneration, not even comparable to what some of the better
NGOs were paying their employees. Nevertheless we soldiered on with whatever
manpower came our way. A decision of the Governing Body that we should opt for
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good quality furniture from Godrej helped us in quickly providing minimum needed
library and office furniture. Meanwhile Mr Saxena was hard at work setting up
systems for the library and office and mentoring the raw hands that we had hired. I
occupied myself with selecting books and journals. Along with Mr Saxena I took the
decision that for purchase of books we would follow the recommendations of the
Good Offices Committee, which obviates the need for calling for tenders or
quotations. This is spelt out in the website of the Committee in these words:

"The Good Offices Committee is a voluntary organisation formed to establish uniform terms

of book supplies to libraries, and to ensure a fair working margin to booksellers and an

efficient service to the libraries. The Committee meets at regular intervals and, after taking
into consideration the fluctuations in the currency rates, decides on the rates of conversion
governing sale of books and periodicals. These rates are widely circulated amongst the
libraries all over India either directly or through booksellers. THE MINISTRY OF

FINANCE VIDE THEIR LETTER NO.F. 23(7).Ell (A/83 DATED 7.02.1984 HAVE

MADE CHANGES IN THE GENERAL FINANCIAL RULES WHICH DISPENSE WITH

THE NECESSITY OF CALLING FOR TENDERS OR QUOTATIONS" (Emphasis in

original)

This decision eased the process of ordering books considerably; we could
either visit local bookshops to personally select books or place orders with them from
selections made from publishers catalogues. This enabled us to quickly acquire
books of our choice. Initially I was ordering all the books. Our emphasis was on
social science subjects, gender and dalit studies, books on Himalayan region
especially Uttarakhand, books of contemporary and topical interest, classical and
contemporary fiction, collected works of important persons viz. Mahatma Gandhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru, B. R. Ambedkar, Sardar Patel and a few others. We were also
gradually building our reference section. In February 2007 I visited the World Book
Fair in Delhi and selected a fair number of books. It is true that the selections willy-
nilly reflected my personal bias, but I tried to make it as broad-based as possible.
Later on the advice of the Governing Body we constituted a book selection
committee consisting of some Governing Body members and eminent book-loving
citizens of the city. We periodically invited prominent local booksellers to display
their books in the library and the committee members went around selecting the
books. Copies of books already available in the library were returned and the rest
processed for payment. This system worked very well while it lasted. Unfortunately
we had to give it up when we ran out of space where books could be displayed. As
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mentioned earlier, we had only two functional rooms — the larger one had been made
into the stack room and the smaller one became the reading room for library
members. The enclosed gallery at the rear served as office space for the Director and
library staff. The front gallery was where the librarian sat. Later, the accounts people
were also accommodated here. The new room to the right of the entrance was made
into a reading room for newspapers and magazines open to the public from eight in
the morning till eight at night.

To go back in time a bit  may mention that within a year of the functioning of
the library the Governing Body formalized my role by designating me as an adviser.
In 2008 I was named as the Honorary Director. As Director I was also the Member-
Secretary of the Society as per the rules of the institution. The library was now well
on its way. With the help of Mr Saxena we now went about setting up systems for the
office and accounts. Over the next couple of years we also recruited a few more staff
members — this time people with requisite qualifications in library science for the
library and in accounts for the accounts section and persons with social science
qualifications and research background for the fledgling research centre. We were
desperately short of space now. After much thought we decided to enclose the open
space that ran along length of the building at the entrance and shifted the public
reading room here, freeing the room occupied by it to be now used as the research
room and house the various collected works that the library was acquiring. With this
there was no further space available for expansion.

Quite early in our life we received a request from a group of young people,
who used to come every afternoon to the Parade Ground for sports, asking us to
provide facilities for preparing for various competitive examinations. Mr Saxena,
being the old-school librarian that he was, argued that we should not entertain the
request; we should cater only to serious readers. I agreed, largely because we were at
this stage engaged in building the library collection, and secondly, we didn't have the
space to seat the numbers who wanted to avail the facility. On hindsight I realize that
our decision was not quite right. Later we came to the view that the youth was one
constituency we could not ignore irrespective of the kind of books and other
materials they were looking for. After all as a public library we had to serve a diverse
readership with varied interests and preferences for the kinds of literature they wish

to access. We could not be very selective in this regard, subject of course to the broad
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priorities identified for it by the management. For instance, we decided at the outset
that we will not keep books on scientific subjects, except in so far as they impact on
the social domain. There were a few good reasons for this. One, we did not have the
expertise to select such books. Two, the clientele would most likely be quite distinct
from those making use of a public library. Three, there were first rate libraries
devoted to various scientific disciplines available in the city in the many specialized
scientific research institutions. We also made a conscious decision not to stock text-
books for school or college level subjects, not because of any disdain for text books,
but in our view this was the responsibility of the schools and colleges where the
students studied and could easily access them.

However, over time we came to realize that the youth preparing for
competitive examinations was a clientele which no one was addressing, except the
coaching centres. Many young people could not avail of this facility due to the high
cost. As the library progressed and became known in the city we also kept getting
persistent demand from this group for competitive examination-related books and
other material. So we decided to give up our initial reservation and address their
need. We started by keeping one set each of the more popular books and materials.
Their use was restricted to the library reading rooms; they could not be issued. This
was done to ensure that maximum number could get access to them every day, and
prevent anyone from sitting over the material after getting it issued and denying it to
others. The response was much beyond our expectations. Our reading room was
always packed with young people all through the day.

We then started keeping multiple copies of the books and magazines that
were in high demand. Our biggest constraint was that that our small reading room
could accommodate only about two dozen readers. Only those who came early could
hope to get a place. Soon we found people sitting on the floor in the narrow aisles of
the stack room and reading. This necessarily caused inconvenience to people
searching for books even though the young readers always made way for them. We
did receive a few complaints, but not too many to be honest, from our members, but
we did not have the heart to prevent the people from sitting on the floor in the stack
room as long as we could not provide them alternative space. We only counseled
them to give way to persons searching for books whenever they were approached.

This problem continued till we were able to shift the stack room to a newly
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constructed hall at the rear of the premises and converted the existing stack room to
another reading room. We could now accommodate about eighty readers. More
about this later.

One of the more welcome changes that we noticed once the needs of the
aspiring youth were addressed, was the library acquired a reputation as a place for
quiet serious study, especially among the youth. The gender profile of the youth
coming to the library also underwent a welcome transformation. Earlier almost all
the young people using the library and the reading room were male. Now more young
women started coming to the library and using the reading room. The outside reading
room, which was open to the public, also saw many young men and women sitting for
extended periods and consulting their own books and other reading materials. It is a
testimony to the seriousness of the young people who come to the library with the
sole purpose of reading and consulting books that we have not received any
complaint of harassment and teasing from our female users. Another very pleasant
development that came to our notice was that during winter we would find small
groups of young people sitting in the small patch of lawn outside the building and
either reading their own books or discussing among themselves. Intrigued by this
new phenomenon, I one day stopped to ask them why they were sitting on the lawn in
groups. I was very pleasantly surprised when a young man replied that they were
busy studying and discussing among themselves as they found the atmosphere of the
library very conducive for study and discussion. I soon came to realize that many
people did not have space at home for study. For them the library proved to be a boon,
despite its own serious limitations of space.

One of the very heartening consequences of providing facilities to the youth
to prepare for competitive examinations was that many were successful and qualified
for different positions in the government, banks, police and para-military forces and
colleges. Periodically I would find a happy young girl or boy walking into my office
offering sweets from a box with the good news that she or he had qualified in some
competition and secured employment. Nothing could be more satisfying than this
sight. It is more than ample reward for the effort put in to develop the library, which is
essentially a labour of love.

Very early on in our existence the Governing Body decided that we should
enroll members subject to the payment of fees, but the fees should not be very steep.
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It should be affordable to the general public. Hence the annual fee was kept at Rs 500
which was later revised downward to Rs 300 on the strong view of the members that
we should enroll as large a number as possible and not deter anyone from taking
membership due to high fees, as our objective should be to make the library
accessible to the people rather than generate revenue. In addition to the annual fee a
refundable security deposit of Rs 1000 was also charged, in view of the fact that the
price of most books ranged between Rs 500 and Rs 1200. Members were entitled to
borrow two books at a time for two weeks. Later we came to know that a number of
senior citizens had become members. They were regularly borrowing books. Some
of them complained that they could not come to the library very often. So it was
decided that senior citizens (defined as persons over 60 years) could borrow four
books at a time for one month, as against two weeks for other members. We also
introduced lower fees, at half the regular fees, for bonafide students. As a result the
number of members kept increasing and they actively borrowed books or used the
reading room. Meanwhile there was also steady increase in the number of books.

In 2010 we carried out the first physical stock-taking of the library, followed
by another in 2014. The results were an eye-opener as we found a fair number of
books missing from the library. Efforts to trace some of the missing books by
contacting the last borrower, available from the record maintained in the library,
were successful, but the number still found missing was fairly large. This was
reported to the Governing Body. The then Chairman, Mr Subhash Kumar asked that
the names ofthe defaulters should be given to him so that he could try to get the books
recovered through the district administration. This method did succeed and the
number of missing books came down significantly. There was something intriguing
about the books remaining untraced. Most of them related to Indian history and there
was no record of their being issued to anyone. The obvious inference was they had
been stolen. Ultimately, it turned out that 256 books were short in the first stock-
taking and 287 in the second stock-taking. These were ultimately written-off with the
permission of the Governing Body.

We realized that during winter when people wear heavy clothing it is
relatively easy to hide books without being noticed. In order to deal with the problem
we installed closed circuit cameras in the stack room to cover all rows of book stacks

and the exit door from the room. Soon enough the librarian reported to me that the
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monitor kept in his room had captured a person hiding a book in his person and
walking out of the stack room. He replayed the recording for me and the attempt to
steal was clearly visible. I was quite shocked to discover that this person was an
elderly man who came to the library regularly and sat reading for hours together. He
had also written a small book for which he had asked me to write a foreword. When
we confronted him with the recorded video he just kept silent. I then asked him to
return the particular book along with others that he may have taken earlier. He did
return a couple of books. After that incident he has not been seen anywhere close to
the library. The library, in turn, has black-listed him. I reported the incident to the
Governing Body and was advised to lodge a police report. Later on the advice of a
librarian member the Governing Body decided we should avoid lodging a police
report as it would unnecessarily create a controversy for the library. Instead we were
advised to put up the name of the defaulter prominently on the Notice Board to set an
example and deter others who may be tempted to steal books. I may mention that the
library is now well covered by CC cameras. Fortunately, no other attempt to steal
books has come to our notice after that one incident. A third stock-taking carried out
in2019 did notreveal any shortage of books.

One service that we extend to our members is to keep a register where they
can enter the details of any book not available in the library that they want to read.
The register is easily available to anyone wishing to use it. Periodically I review the
entries in the register and approve the acquisition of books after ensuring that they fit
into the profile of our holdings, or are not too expensive, as is the case with some
foreign publications. The library then orders the books once it is able to make sure
that the book is indeed not on its shelves and after checking the price. Our experience
is we are able to acquire over ninety percent of the books demanded by our members.

One early problem that confronted us was how to pay the UP Rajkiya Nirman
Nigam for the bill presented by them for the renovation work of the library. We didn't
have enough money to pay their bill of Rs 23.36 lakhs. We were able to pay them only
half the amount from our resources and requested them to wait till we were able to
arrange the funds for the rest. The Governing Body considered the matter a few
times, but no resolution was forthcoming. Meanwhile the Nirman Nigam kept
reminding us about the payment of their bill. Finally the Governing Body decided
that we should request the government for a special grant to clear the payment. The
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request was supported by the education Secretary and the Chief Secretary — member
and Chairman of the Governing Body respectively. We were successful in getting a
special grant from the government and were able to clear this liability.

We soon felt seriously constrained for space. We tried to pursue the
possibility of retrofitting the existing building and constructing additional floors. We
even got an architect to prepare a plan for expansion along these lines, but the effort
proved to be futile for two reasons. One, there was no possibility of getting
permission for carrying out any construction at the existing premises as it neither
belonged to us nor was it allotted in our name; we were occupying the space courtesy
of the education department who were the allottees, the owner being the Dehradun
Nagar Nigam. Second, we could not hope to get any money from the government in
the absence of permission to build. Hence to tide over the immediate problem we got
one room with an attached toilet built on the empty space at the rear, over the water
sump, connected to the rear verandah. This became the main technical processing
room for the library. Though the space constraint eased somewhat, yet we could not
claim that we were comfortably placed. The stack room was fast running out of space
for books. We therefore attached book-ends on top of each stack to accommodate
more books and placed single-faced shelves along the walls of the room added by the
Nirman Nigam. Books on Himalayas and on Nehru, Gandhi, Ambedkar etc., along
with their collected works were shifted here.

Every year during heavy rain we faced a serious problem of water-logging.
The library frequently got flooded and a few times some books that were kept on the
floor due to shortage of space were also damaged. Discussions with the Nirman
Nigam brought out the fact that the library was located at the southern end of the
Parade Ground which had a slope from north to south. Hence whenever there was
heavy downpour water tended to flow towards the library, They tried some
temporary measures to divert the flow of water away from the library. In addition a
drain was constructed just outside the boundary wall of the library building and it was
connected to the main drain running along Subhash Road. This provided some relief
but not enough. Water-logging of the library did not completely stop. Now there was
a new problem. The drain along Subhash Road was not large enough to carry all the
water during a heavy downpour. Consequently there was a back flow into the new
drain constructed outside the library wall resulting in flooding of the library. After
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much thought, we decided to raise the level of the short entry path from the gate into
the library building by about one foot. This prevented water from entering the
building even while there was water-logging all around. At the same time we got
some iron stands, about eight inches high, fabricated to accommodate the books
placed on the floor.

We regularly apprised the Governing Body about our severe space constraint
and requested that some permanent solution should be found for the problem. The
only, and obvious, solution we could think of was getting suitable new premises for
the library. The Governing Body was highly supportive and actively involved in
trying to find a solution. Various options were considered from time-to-time. Some
looked very promising, but unfortunately none of them bore fruit. At one stage the
Chief Secretary Shri Subhash Kumar got half-an-acre of land allotted for the library
in the old jail premises where new court buildings were being constructed. I was
informed that this had been recorded in the relevant file by the concerned Secretary.
In the meantime there was a change in the Secretary of the department. When I tried
to pursue the matter it turned out the file could not be traced despite persistent efforts.
It remains a mystery what happened to it. So we were back to square one after a short
period of hoping that our problems would soon be over.

Sometime around 2017 it was proposed by the then Chief Secretary and
Chairman of the library society that the library should be moved to the newly created
Himalayan Cultural Centre building that was nearing completion in Garhi
cantonment behind the ONGC helipad and adjacent to the new building of the
Uttarakhand Tourism Development Board and the Institute of Hotel Management.
This building had provision for an art gallery, a museum, a library and a modern
auditorium to seat 1000 people. It had been constructed with funds provided by the
Eleventh Central Finance Commission. Though the offer was tempting it did not
enthuse us too much on account of its location. It was away from the main city with
poor connectivity. We felt that it would be difficult for our members to access the
library. Finally it was decided that we should shift only the academic and research-
oriented books and material to the new building while retaining the public library
part of the collection at the existing premises till we could locate a suitable site for the
public library within the city. In effect this meant the bifurcation of the institution into

its two components — public library and research centre. Not an ideal solution since
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the library had been developed as an integrated unit. But our situation had become so
desperate that we were willing to go along with it.

We were informed that the building would be ready to move in within a
matter of weeks, so we should plan for the shift. Since we were near the end of the
financial year and we had some money available we decided to buy book-racks for
the new location. The construction agency was requested to provide us one room on
the library floor for storing them till we formally moved in. Since the building was
not completed in the time-period specified, we remained where we were and the new
book-stacks in the incomplete building. Incidentally, that building is still incomplete
asofnow.

We were now back to square one and the search for some new
accommodation or expansion at the existing premises continued. There was some
open space and a couple of rooms at the rear of our premises. We felt if we could get
possession of this space we could use it for much needed expansion. The problem
was the rooms were occupied by two employees of the education department. We
requested the education Director to provide alternative accommodation to these
employees so that the library could expand into the area vacated. We pursued the
matter over a few years and finally succeeded. However, no sooner the rooms were
vacated the Samajwadi Party came forward with a claim to the space, especially to
the rooms vacated. One day they barged into my office in a group led by the state head
of the party and almost accused us of grabbing their space. On hearing the
commotion a group of young library members came out from the reading room and
surrounded the people who were talking to me in a loud voice. Apprehending trouble
between the two groups I used all tact and patience that I could muster to defuse the
situation. I then invited the state head of the party to meet me for a discussion to sort
out whatever problem they apprehended from us. The discussion was cordial and
fruitful and they finally relented after they were permitted to occupy one room
adjacent to their office. Perhaps they also realized that any confrontation with the
library could lead to alienation of the large number of young people who regularly
used the library, something they could ill-afford as a political party already grappling
with an image problem in Uttarakhand.

With the rest of the space now available to us our next priority was to arrange
money to build on it. The matter was placed before the Governing Body. The
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Chairman Mr Utpal Kumar Singh took interest in the matter. He got some money
sanctioned by the Chief Minister and engaged a government agency BRIDCUL to
undertake construction. After discussions with us BRIDCUL proposed the
construction of a large prefabricated hall that would come up in only a couple of
months. Once complete and handed over to us we made the new hall the main stack
room. The book racks stored in the incomplete Cultural Centre building were
retrieved and installed in the new stack hall, along with those from the existing stack
room. The old stack room was converted into a reading room. The two reading rooms
now had seating for about eighty readers. This attracted even more readers,
especially our young members, and both reading rooms continued to be fully
occupied through the day.

We could now stretch our legs, so to speak, somewhat. The quest for proper
accommodation for the library continued. One day Mr Surjit Das came up with the
idea that there was a small plot of vacant land at the corner of Lansdowne Chowk,
within a couple of minutes walking distance from our present location that would be
suitable for constructing a new building for the library. The space was beingused as a
"dharna sthal" where people gathered for protest meetings and demonstrations. By
now our Governing Body meetings were being held in the library in the smaller
reading room. We raised this issue before the then Chief Secretary Mr Utpal Singh
when he came for the next Governing Body meeting. We also took him to see the
place. His only comment on seeing the site was that it would be difficult to shift the
"dharna sthal" as people would protest. There the matter rested.
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Light at the end of the tunnel

A few months later, sometime in February 2018, when I was in Delhi for
some meeting I received a phone call from Mr Utpal Singh requesting me to reach
Delhi by next morning. When I told him that I was already in Delhi and was to return
to Dehradun later that evening, he asked me to stay back for a day. The National
Airports Authority had been approached by him to provide money for the library
building as part of CSR initiative. Their CSR committee was to meet the next day and
the Uttarakhand government had been asked to appear before the Committee to
present its case and respond to any questions that the Committee may have. The CEO
of Doon Smart City Ltd. and his team had prepared a presentation. The Chief
Secretary wanted me to review the presentation and make necessary changes and
also attend the meeting with the CSR committee next day as I was fully conversant
with all aspects of the library and would be best able to respond to any questions. I
readily agreed as it was a great opportunity for the library to acquire new premises.
Later that evening I met the CEO of Doon Smart City Ltd. Dr Ashish Srivastava and
his associate when they arrived from Dehradun and went over the power point
presentation prepared by them and suggested some changes. The next morning we all
met in the office of the airports authority. When we made the presentation before the
committee the chairperson and members asked a number of probing questions about
the library such as its existing status, number and kinds of books, number of
members, facilities being provided to members and future plans. I was able to satisfy
the committee on each point. We came out of the meeting quite satisfied.

Some days later Mr Utpal Singh informed me that the National Airports
Authority had sanctioned Rs 7.50 crore for the library building as against the request
for Rs 10.00 crores. This was the best piece of news about the library since a long
time. Now the question was of finding a suitable piece of land to construct the
building. Unknown to us, it seems that Mr Utpal Singh had already decided that the
library should come up on the plot of land Mr Das had identified at Lansdowne
Chowk. He then seriously went about getting the plot earmarked for the library. As
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the land belonged to the Nagar Nigam, the Mayor was convinced to allot it for the
library. The library was made part of the Doon Smart City project. This meant that
construction of the library became part of its overall plan. The money sanctioned by
NAA was to go to the Smart City. This was a welcome development as it freed us
from the onerous task of organizing and managing the construction, a task for which
we were totally unsuited. The downside was that the plans and blueprint for the
library were prepared without our involvement or regular consultation with us. Right
in the beginning a meeting was organized by the Doon Smart City personnel with
members of our Governing Body where the preliminary plan for the proposed
building was shared. Governing Body members suggested some changes in the
proposed plan. One more floor was proposed over and above the three floors —
ground plus two — originally planned. This was accepted. A major point of contention
related to the kind of bookshelves proposed. The Smart City people wanted
collapsible closed bookshelves that could be moved on rails whereas we insisted on
open bookshelves. For the Smart City people their mandate was to provide smart
solutions and closed collapsible and movable bookshelves suited their requirement,
whereas we argued that browsing is a necessary part of the library experience which
can only be served if we have open bookshelves to which the members have easy
access. Ultimately we were able to prevail. Apart from this early meeting there was
no further consultation with us. This may not have been deliberate. Perhaps it could
be that an extended lockdown followed due to the Covid 19 pandemic soon after; the
building plans were perhaps finalized and construction commenced just before the
lockdown. The lockdown, incidentally, was helpful in getting the so-called "dharna
sthal" vacated and its possession handed over for construction of the library building,
which otherwise would have certainly been resisted by organizations using it for
demonstrations and protests.

The Covid 19 pandemic and the attendant lockdowns delayed the
construction of the building which had commenced in 2019. It was originally slated
for completion in 2021 but the deadline was constantly missed and kept shifting
forward. All works under the Smart City project suffered the same fate. However, we
felt assured that sooner or later we would have our own spacious premises.
Consequently, we stopped worrying about how we could manage in our existing

cramped location that had no further space left for expansion. Instead we started
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thinking about, and planning for, the optimum utilization of the new library building.
At the same time we were beset by another serious concern. A new and much larger
building meant considerable additional expenses — for its upkeep and maintenance
including utility bills, as well as the need for additional staff. We were already
seriously constrained for funds. Our sole source of income was the interest from the
corpus that was invested in bank fixed deposits. Bank interest rates had come down
drastically over the years. Thus instead of increasing, our income kept declining
every year. Some solution had to be urgently found. As a public library we could only
look to the government for support. The Governing Body was also seriously
concerned about the matter. Consequently at the next meeting it decided to request
the government to augment the corpus by five crore rupees. The chairman, Mr Utpal
Singh responded that it would not be possible to provide five crores at one go, but it
could be stretched over five years by providing one crore per year. This he was able to
do. We were able to receive three annual installments till some technicality stalled
further releases. The matter is being pursued and is under discussion.

By early 2022 I had been requesting the Governing Body to relieve me from
the Directorship of the institution as I had been suffering from serious health
problems over past more than one year. I was over eighty years old and was finding it
difficult to carry on the day-to-day responsibility of running the library. Acceding to
my request, the Governing Body persuaded Shri N. Ravi Shanker, former Chief
Secretary, Uttarakhand to take on the responsibility of the library. I was to continue to
be associated as the Adviser. We could not have made a better choice. The library was
entering a critical stage in its life and support from the government — financial and
administrative — would be decisive for its future development. The new Director was
the appropriate person to steer the library through the anticipated choppy waters.

One of the first tasks that he accomplished was to ensure the renewal of the
registration of the Doon Library & Research Centre Society that had been hanging
fire for a technical reason. We had amended the rules of the Society in February 2019
to provide for a separate General Body and Governing Body. This had been
necessitated by an observation in the audit of the education directorate, through
which funds were channeled by the government to the library. There was some issue
regarding the amendment not having the approval of the competent authority even

though it had been done according to the procedure prescribed in the existing rules of
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the library society. Shri Ravi Shanker was able to sort out the issue smoothly. Another
audit observation that required attention, this time on the part of the government,
related to the fact that the library had not been registered under the Uttaranchal Public
Library Act, 2005 to be eligible to receive grants from the government. There was a
catch here. Although the public library act had been passed by the state legislature in
2005, rules under the act had not been framed and notified. In the absence of rules the
library could not be registered and funds could not be provided to it by the
government. This was something only the government could sort out, but for some
reason the education directorate felt handicapped in doing the work. Mr Ravi
Shanker was able to assist the government in getting the rules framed and approved.
In fact it was these two technicalities that had stalled the release of further
installments of the promised enhanced corpus amount. The first meeting of the
Governing Body under his Directorship was held at the end of June 2022 and of the
reconstituted General Body presided over by the Chief Secretary in September 2022.
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The Library and its Outreach Activities

Overcoming all odds of lack of proper space and constraint of funds the
library has continued to make good progress. The number of books in the library has
steadily increased to 32,031 at the end of October 2022. The library collection
consists of books purchased by it (23,547) as well as those received in donation from
various people (8484). The collection of the library spans a wide variety of subjects
including the social sciences viz., History, Economics, Politics, Geography,
Sociology, Anthropology, etc., fiction — classics and contemporary, topical and new
publications, in Hindi and English. We received a suggestion for keeping Urdu books
which we were unable to meet. Since no member of our library staff could read and
write Urdu it was not possible to accession, catalogue and classify these books. There
were 4829 active members at the end of October 2022. These included 4338 annual
members and 491 life members. On an average, members borrowed 300 to 400 books
every month.

A recent on-going research study sponsored by us has highlighted the fact
that the library has an important collection of resources, both primary and secondary,
for carrying out research on modern Indian history. It has so far been able to compile
a list of more than 200 sources on the subject. These include books, travelogues,
gazetteers and memoirs written by British civilian and army officers in the nineteenth
century covering themes like imperial sensibilities, colonial historiography, western
perception of India, 1857 revolt, relations with neighbouring countries — Tibet,
Afghanistan and Nepal; writings of leaders of the national movement like Romesh
Chunder Dutt, Bipin Chandra Pal, Lala Lajpat Rai, Subhas Chandra Bose, Rajendra
Prasad, Gobind Ballabh Pant, Sardar Patel & Ram Manohar Lohia; proceedings of
the annual sessions of the Indian National Congress from 1885 to 1889, Collected
Works of Mahatma Gandhi (several volumes), Selected Works and writings of
Jawahar Lal Nehru, collections of writings of B.R. Ambedkar and Rabindra Nath
Tagore, Towards Freedom series compiled and published by the Indian Council of
Historical Research for the years 1939, 1940, 1941, 1945, 1946 and 1947; documents
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on the history of the Communist Party of India for 1937 to 1939; and the full set of the
Debates of the Constituent Assembly: 1946-1950. The library also has material
useful for the study of ancient and medieval India viz., annual reports of the
Archaeological Survey of India from 1902 onwards and Epigraphia Indica from
1913 onwards and chronicles about Mughal emperors from Babur to Jehangir.

It would be relevant to talk about the library personnel as well. The Director
and Adviser are retired persons working in an honorary capacity, and the Librarian,
also a retired person, employed full-time is working on a nominal remuneration.
There are in all thirteen members on the staff who can be divided into three broad
categories: Library Staff, consisting of seven members viz., five persons looking
after various specialized functions such as acquisition, cataloguing & classification,
and issue & return of books and two multi-taskers (one being on short-term
appointment), all of whom are qualified library professionals; Accounts and
Administrative Staff consisting of two persons with qualifications in accounts as
well as library science, and two attendants who perform varied duties in the office
and library; Research & Programme Staff consisting of one Programme Associate
and one Research Assistant. Cleaning & sanitation and security services have been
outsourced. A noteworthy feature of the five library professionals is that when they
were recruited they had no qualification or experience of working in the library. This
was so because we could not afford to hire qualified library professionals. It goes to
the credit of these people that while working under the tutelage of the first librarian,
Mr K.C, Saxena, they felt motivated to upgrade their skills and through distance
education mode acquired professional library qualifications — BLibSc followed by
MLIbSc. From the very beginning we decided to computerize library operations for
which we acquired SOUL, a software developed by INFLIBNET, a subsidiary of
UGC. All our library staff quickly became adept in the use of the software. We have
now decided to transition to Koha, an open source library software widely used
internationally by public, school and specialized libraries, once we shift to the new
building. The transition process has been initiated.

While the library has been discharging its main function of catering to the
reading needs of its members, its activities are not limited to this function. Over the
years it has been regularly organizing book launches and discussions on books
mainly by local authors, talks and panel discussions on subjects of current and topical
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interest and occasionally exhibitions of paintings, cartoons and photographs etc.
These activities, which are well-attended, have established an enduring connection
with the citizens of Dehradun. The success of the book launches and discussions can
be gauged from the fact that we have been receiving numerous requests and
suggestions from various people in this regard. We try our best to meet these requests
and follow the suggestions. We have kept a record of the programmes organized
since 2013. A total of 116 programmes of various kinds have been organized till now.
The more noteworthy of these include book launches and book discussions — 32;
discussions — 20; talks by and conversations with invited guests and authors — 14;
exhibitions — 9; quiz competitions for school children — 5; partnership of literature
festivals — 5; international seminars — 3. Details of some of the more important
programmes is given below.

In 2007 we were joined by Mr Rajen Brijnath, a retired corporate executive,
as an honorary adviser. He brought with him the talent and experience of working
with and organizing programmes for school children. With his involvement we soon
initiated quizzes, poetry and essay writing competitions for students of local schools.
Winners were given books as prize. These proved to be highly popular. Mr Brijnath
also took the initiative of organizing periodic panel discussions. He continued to be
associated with the library till he passed away on October 19,2019.

In 2008 we organized a three-day bilingual literature festival, a first for the
city, in collaboration with Penguin Books and Yatra Books. The festival featured
both local and outstation authors. It was very well received and proved to be highly
popular. Encouraged by the response we organized a second edition of the festival
with the same collaborators in 2010. These festivals were named "Mountain Echoes"
by Namita Gokhale, the well-known author who was one of the moving spirits and
inspirations behind them. The name is also the title of one of her books.

Unfortunately, we could not continue this effort beyond the second edition
mainly due to our inability to find sponsors. Our own resources were insufficient to
sustain it. I believe an important fall-out of these two festivals was that it created a
constituency for such activities in the city and demonstrated that even a relatively
small, though highly literate, city like Dehradun could successfully accomplish this
task, which till then was largely restricted to the metros. Namita Gokhale, who has
been associated with the highly successful Jaipur Literature Festival, has also been
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the moving spirit behind literature festivals named "Mountain Echoes" in Bhutan
and Nainital. The Doon Library has been associated with "Mountain Echoes"
Kumaon Literature Festival, Nainital, which is in its seventh edition this year, for
past few years as one of the sponsors. Over the years many more literature festivals,
some limited to a few editions like ours, and others that have endured and continue to
figure in the annual calendar of literary activities, have come to be organized in the
city. We are associated with some of them as partners or as sponsors. These include
Samaya Sakshya Hindi Literature Festival which was successfully organized for a
few years, and the much larger Valley of Words Literature Festival that is continuing
and has emerged as the largest literature festival of Dehradun. We have come to
realize that organizing literature festivals requires resources and organizational
expertise that we do not possess. It is, therefore, better if we leave this task to persons
and organizations better qualified and associate ourselves with a few select festivals
as partner and/or sponsor.

Within the first year of our existence we were requested by our Chairman Mr
Das to organize an exhibition of paintings by local artists on the occasion of the
seventh anniversary of formation of the state of Uttarakhand in 2007. We agreed,
despite the subject of art and painting being completely new and alien to us, in the
hope that the exhibition would provide good exposure to the new library before the
people of the city. We then got in touch with some senior artists of the city led by Mrs
Monika Talukdar, and with their help and active involvement were able to put up a
fairly good show in the library. The exhibition was inaugurated by the Chief Minister
Maj.Gen. (Retd.) B. C. Khanduri. It attracted a fairly large number of people over the
three days that it remained open. It served our purpose quite well, as people became
aware of our existence and were pleasantly surprised to find that a library existed in
an obscure part of the Parade Ground. As a result we started attracting new members.
Book exhibitions-cum-sale were also organized by us in collaboration with National
Book Trust over two years, once in the library and another time in a hall nearby. On a
couple of occasions the State Archives also put up exhibitions of photographs and
documents on important historical events in the open space within our premises. All
these activities had the same impact of making the library known to a larger number
of people.

During November-December 2017 we collaborated with the Adi Drishya
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Division of the Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts, New Delhi on the initiative of
Prof. B. L. Malla, Project Director, in organizing a three-week long exhibition on
Rock Art at the MKP Post-Graduate College. The venue was made available kind
courtesy of the Principal, Dr Indu Singh. Along with the exhibition special lectures
by invited scholars and children's workshops were also organized. The exhibition
consisted of panels including photographs of pre-historic rock drawings from India
and other countries, maps and charts provided by IGNCA. The exhibition was very
well received as evidenced by the number of people who visited it and attended the
lectures.

An exhibition of line drawings by the famous artist Rathin Mitra was held at
the Inderlok Hotel Art Gallery. It was inaugurated by the Hon'ble Governor
Uttarakhand Dr K. K. Paul on May 5, 2018. In 2016 the Doon Library & Research
Centre had acquired the collection of line drawings titled Temples of Kumaon and
Other Landmarks from the artist and now forms an important part of its collection.
We now intend to give it a permanent place in the new building by creating a special
place or gallery for it so that they are available for viewing by visitors.

The library has also organized exhibitions of art works, cartoons and postage
stamps on Mahatma Gandhi over the years. To mark the 150" anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi's birth we organized an almost two month long exhibition of
cartoons and postage stamps on Mahatma Gandhi during September-November
2019 at Inderlok Hotel Art Gallery. They formed part of a rare collection provided by
Mr S. K. Das, our Chairman. The cartoons had been published in various newspapers
and magazines around the world. The originals were quite small in size. We had
commissioned a local artist to make larger poster-sized reproductions of the cartoons
which were then displayed. The postage stamps and first-day covers, over 300 in all,
featuring Mahatma Gandhi had been issued by different countries. A special
occasion for us was the visit by Mr Rajmohan Gandhi to the exhibition on November
23. He spent considerable time in going around the exhibition and highly appreciated
the collection. Though he was slated to visit for an hour he spent more than two hours
in going around and having informal discussion with a few select people who were
present despite it being a Sunday morning. The next day we partnered with the
Sarvodaya Mandal, Dehradun in organizing a talk by him followed by an interaction
at which a large number of people were present.
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The exhibition of Gandhi cartoons and postage stamps was subsequently
taken to Chandigarh at the invitation of the Alumni Society of the Panjab University
to be exhibited at the University's Gandhi Bhavan on the occasion of their Global
Alumni Meet. Mr Das and I were invited for the inauguration of the exhibition on
November 25. Though the Alumni meet was for only two days the cartoons were
displayed till December 11. It was very well received as reported to us.

On the occasion of Uttarakhand state formation day an exhibition titled
"Tracing the Indian Freedom Movement & the Uttarakhand Formation Movement
Through the Kumaon and Garhwal Press" from the Yogesh Dhasmana archives was
organized at the art gallery, Inderlok Hotel on November 9, 2022 in collaboration
with the Dwijen Sen Memorial Kala Kendra. The exhibition was inaugurated by
well-known poet Shri Liladhar Jagudi, Padma Shri and Sahitya Akademi awardee.
The exhbition was open for public viewing till the end of November.

Sometime in 2012 Prof. M. P. Joshi, retired professor of history, Kumaun
University, Almora campus joined us as an honorary fellow. Besides archaeology,
which is his area of specialization, he also has major contributions in the fields of
sociology, anthropology and linguistics with a focus on the Himalayan region. With
his involvement we were able to organize three very successful international
seminars. The first one was on the theme "Unfolding Central Himalaya: Cradle of
Culture" held at Dehradun during December 11-14, 2015 at the Songtsen Library, a
library and centre for Tibetan and Himalayan studies. Nineteen scholars — nine
international and ten from India participated with presentation of papers followed by
discussions. International scholars were from Nepal (4), Germany (2), Norway (1),
Israel (1) and Poland (1). It turned out to be a highly successful event. The theme of
the second seminar held during March 23-26, 2018 at Dehradun was "Water
Himalaya: Past, Present and Future". The venue of this seminar was also the
Songtsen Library. Fourteen scholars attended the seminar. Of these 6 were foreign
scholars — from Nepal (2), Germany (3), New Zealand (1) and 8 were Indian. Prof.
Mabharaj K. Pandit, Department of Environmental Studies and Director Center for
Inter-Disciplinary Studies of Mountain and Hill Environment, University of Delhi
delivered the keynote address. The third international seminar was held at Almora
during October 11-13,2018 at two locations in the town. The inaugural function and

the first few sessions were held in the campus of the Kumaun University, Faculty of
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Visual Art. Subsequent sessions and the closing function, which was presided over
by Mr Prakash Pant, Finance Minister Uttarakhand were held in the office of
Uttarakhand Sewa Nidhi, Paryavaran Shiksha Sansthan. The theme of this seminar
was "Endangered Languages of Central and Western Himalayas". A total of 22
scholars, which included 12 international and 10 Indian scholars participated in the
seminar. International scholars were from Nepal (7), Norway (1) Russia (3) Poland
(1). Aunique feature of this seminar was that all papers presented were either in Hindi
(including those by foreign scholars) or in Nepali. The edited papers presented at all
three seminars, after undergoing revision by the presenters in the light of discussions
and comments during the seminar, have been published in book form. We also
collaborated with the Society of Endangered Languages, Lucknow in organizing a
conference on "Endangered Himalayan Languages" at Dehradun during February
21-22,2020.

Talks by invited guests have been organized from time to time. Some of the
eminent persons who have delivered talks are the linguist Prof. G. N. Devy,
educationist Prof. Krishna Kumar, eminent Odiya poet Manoj Das, historian and
public intellectual Ramchandra Guha, and well-known Indo-Anglian poet and
author Keki Daruwala. A slide show and talk on Hindus of Bali: Culture and
Environment by the acclaimed photographer, environmentalist and wild life
specialist Shri Anup Sah was held on July 21, 2018. The library has also acquired the
CDs of the full set of 52 episodes of the TV serial Bharat Ek Khoj based on
Jawaharlal Nehru's Discovery of India, and directed for Doordarshan by Shyam
Benegal. We periodically organize screening of the series for the benefit of the young
people who come to the library. For many of them this is the first exposure to the
history and culture of India.

Discussions on books written by local i.e. Dehradun and Uttarakhand-based
writers, in Hindi and English have been held regularly. We prefer to hold discussions
on books instead of holding just a formal launch. The format we usually follow is to
have one or two persons read the book in advance and talk about it. Thereafter the
author is asked to talk about the book and respond, if he or she so wishes, to any
points made by the discussants. This is followed by questions and comments from
the audience and the author's response. Occasionally we also have someone

knowledgeable about the author's writing and/ or a specific book under discussion to
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engage in a conversation with the author, followed by a question and answer session.
The well-known names that have featured in book discussions and conversations and
the names of books that formed the subject of discussion were:

Nayantara Sehgal: The Fate of Butterflies (Novella); Arvind Krishna Mehrotra:
Songs of Kabir (translation); Namita Gokhale: Things fo Leave Behind; Margaret
Alva: Courage and Commitment: An Autobiography; Mrinal Pande: Dhwaniyon ke
Aalok Mein Stree; M. Ramachandran: Mavericks of Mussoorie, Raj Kanwar:
Dateline Dehradun; Aloke Lal: The Barabanki Narcos: Busting India's Most
Notorious Drug Cartel. Ruskin Bond and Gautam Chatterjee were featured in the
programme "Author in Conversation".

In February 2019 the Rules of the Doon Library & Research Centre Society
were amended after following the procedure prescribed therein viz. approval of the
amendment at a special meeting of the Governing Body, specifically called for this
purpose followed by approval of the amendment at a special meeting of the General
Body, specifically called for this purpose. The need for the amendment arose for
three reasons: (i) under existing Rules the General Body was in effect the Governing
Body with the inclusion of the signatories to the Memorandum of Association, none
of whom was locally available, so that in effect it amounted to the Governing Body
also becoming the General Body which was not in conformity with the spirit of the
Societies Registration Act, as was pointed out by the audit, so that it became
necessary to correct the shortcoming; (ii) meetings of the Governing Body had to be
convened with considerable frequency and it was not possible for the Chief Secretary
to always find time to Chair the meetings, as was required by the existing rules, on
account of his multifarious commitments; and (iii) to give effect to the decision of the
Governing Body taken at its 27" Meeting held on January 29, 2016 to restructure the
Doon Library & Research Centre into two functional units viz., public library and
research centre.

The amended Rules now provide for a restructured General Body in addition
to the Governing Body. The Chief Secretary is the President of the Society and the
Chairman of the Governing Body is a person nominated by the Governing Body. The
Chief Secretary presides over the General Body meeting which lays down the overall
policy and general direction for the institution, while the Governing Body takes care
of day-to-day management. Meetings of the General Body are ordinarily required to
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be held once a year, as against quarterly meetings of the governing Body. Important
decisions of the Governing Body need to be reported to the General Body for its
approval. Another change made was to have only the Secretaries of the School
Education and Finance departments, instead of five, including Higher Education,
Planning and Culture as was the case earlier, in the Governing Body as these two are
the most important officials for the institution. The Vice Chancellor of Doon
University (who had earlier been included as a permanent invitee), and two librarians
from Uttarakhand are now included as members. The General Body is a larger body
with the following categories of members besides the President, who presides, and
all members of the Governing Body: Director, Higher Education; Director,
Secondary Education; Director, State Archives; 2 Principals of local Post Graduate/
degree colleges; 2 Librarians from Uttarakhand; 5 distinguished academics/eminent
persons; all Founder Members and Honorary Members of the Society. With this
amendment we are now fully compliant with the provisions of the Registration of
Societies Act as applicable to the state of Uttarakhand.
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Looking to the Future: Opportunities & Challenges

We have undoubtedly come a long way from our very modest beginnings in
2006. We now have our own specially constructed spacious home. Consequently, we
can now hope to do many of the things that we have been unable to do so far. High on
our priority list is to have a children's section, where apart from books and other
materials we also want to organize story telling sessions and various creative
activities like drawing where children can freely express themselves. Other activities
that we have in mind include creating a collection of documentary and short films
with a focus on Himalayas, and organizing screenings from time to time; building a
collection of Indian and Western classical music and providing a listening space for
it. Except the children's section the other activities can only be taken up when we
have the necessary funds. That is the big challenge that we will now have to face. We
are also aware that moving into a new and large building, while decidedly a very
welcome prospect, will come with a new set of problems and challenges. It will
certainly entail considerable extra expenditure on basic things like cleaning and
sanitation; payment of electricity and water bills and property tax. The library will
also need some extra hands. Arranging extra funds to meet these needs is going to be
a major challenge that we will have to confront and meet somehow.

Building a library from scratch and slowly watching it approach maturity is
indeed a matter of great satisfaction. Everyone who has been connected with it and
has contributed to its birth and growth have reason to feel justifiably proud. It has
been a journey of great adventure and fulfillment. A large number of people joined,
participated in and contributed to its success. I am reminded of a famous Urdu
couplet of Firaq Gorakhpuri which points to the creation of the composite culture of
India over centuries by people from different nations settling here and contributing to
its unique culture: Sar-zameen-e-hind par akwam-e-aalam ke 'Firaq'; kafile baste
gaye hindostan banta gaya. In a somewhat analogous manner a large number of
people have contributed, and continue to contribute, to building this library. They are
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far too numerous for me to name and acknowledge individually. It would also be
unfair to name a few and leave out the others. Nevertheless, I would be remiss if I
don't mention and acknowledge the signal contribution of a succession of Chief
Secretaries from Mr Ramachandran to the present (and hopefully those to follow).
Without their unstinted help we would not be where we are today. The same applies
to all members of our Governing Body and various committees who have happily
and most generously provided valuable support and guidance.

Sadly, we have also lost some valued colleagues along the way. The first to
leave us was Mr K. C. Saxena, the founder librarian and mentor of the library staff,
who passed away in 2014. In 2019, Mr Rajen Brijnath, the sage adviser loved by all,
left us. His presence in the library was like a ray of sunshine. In between, a library
attendant and general handyman, Mr Navin Dobriyal also passed away. However,

life goes on—zendagi migzara, to quote the Persian saying.
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Postscript: A parallel story from the past
When I shared the draft of this document with Mr Surjit Das for his comments
he sent me an email in which he refers to earlier attempts to start a public library in
Dehradun. I have reproduced it below as an apt epilogue to this monograph.

"There is also a parallel story of public effort to build reading habits
among the citizens of Dehradun. The Khushiram library is, of course, the
oldest that I know of. But since 1983 while I was Collector Dehradun, we
used to organize book exhibitions annually. The participants included all
major Hindi and English publishers like The National Book Trust,
Publications Department of I and B, Sahitya Akademi and almost all major
private and public publishers. It helped that, coincidentally, I was acting as
Chairman Zila Parishad and Administrator of the then City Board (the
MDDA had not been created by then). At that time there was in Dehradun a
public spirited philanthropic citizen called Padam Kumar Jain who lived in
the former Nabha House, 15 Pritam Road, Dalanwala. He had a personal
library of 80 thousand books. He first hired a building on Rajpur Road. His
library was open to the public free of charge. Unfortunately, the library was
vandalized a few times. This happened when he was at an advanced age and
stricken with cancer. He fought the disease with great courage but we lost him
in the end. Gyanlok library as it was called had to close down in the end but
not before I negotiated an agreement between him and the LBSNAA when
this personal library was given a new home there for a meagre sum of 7 lacs of
rupees. The LBSNAA Library had been bumt down by a fire so this
collection came in very handy. I remember this extraordinary citizen whom I
was privileged to have as a friend, as one of the pioneering spirits of the
library movement in Dehradun.

The effort to start a public library did not end there. In 1984 I was still in
Dehradun as District Magistrate. At that time we persuaded Shri Chandramohan
Singh Negi, who was the Minister for Hill Development and Tourism to initiate a
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public library in Dehradun. He agreed and we hurriedly organized a program in an
unused building in Parade Ground not far from the present premises. Many public
figures including myself contributed generously and we collected about 400 books.
That building has since been demolished and the library was short lived as such
things happen with the change in political regimes and bureaucratic reshuffles. The
final turn of events has been captured in detail in your excellent article. Please accept
my compliments."
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Members Speak

Alibrary is not just books. Without readers and members it has no existence.
Its primary, more accurately sole, purpose is to serve its users. This we strive to do to
the best of our ability. We do not claim to be successful all the time. But we do try to
listen to our members views, opinions and suggestions, and remedy any
shortcomings within our admittedly limited resources. Acting on the principle that
the ultimate test of the worth of a library is what its users think about it, we asked
some of our regular users and members to give their honest feedback about the
library — both its strengths and shortcomings — and also tell us what in their opinion
some of the things the library should be doing in future. Reproduced below are a few
of the reactions from our members. These are reproduced verbatim as received
without any editing on our part except for a few that were rather lengthy. These have
been shortened while taking care to preserve their essence. Most of the reactions are
in Hindi.

T [T TS WY g § A SN T o ©: it o1 @1 ¥ 1 § awi o6 frafie wew @ g, @
JEIohTeTd TS T s A g Wi aitemedi i Samt s o forg STeRer ararater & wre-ane wfaaifim
renell & Heifyd fao arpht o srar & Sude B § a9 wHEmiae qE | Hafya vs- 9frenrd qon
Sfen STEER it QTR H T o Sucied & 8, Tt & <Rt i sreRt Sraifian wiamadi st et
F T g T Ht TSIl TSl Yok f 9gd wH ¥, Fed veldia sigel 9 o aret 79 S
fornféi=i ! wewa oF § fRE TR HT HIE W 76 21 § | g7 TR WY H% § T FH &
Ty B} wigd TR sl gwerar ifsia bt & S adam g 8 e o fafue faart d eria el #
FAa § Qe e i1 e favafaerer feet fasa 3 e § | §7 TRihierd o WY &y | Sif 379 TS
T He & el T T oft Jae U e e A € | SUHT et T HHI T 6:00 S TR I
AT NP 70 He A 63 TR LY T T4 & S IeiE o ifafis s off S a0 facran & <9 9o & oot
ARl ot STrarwaRaTsti w1 agall wt g g o1 T 3§ HRIXT W € 99 7 911 ! Ug & foag v
qHy frer s |

- iy fiig wuert, yiend, R fera, wiem fig st Towr favaferae, sreivgm

T AT TS T shg, Jaail o foTe Ueh Ariceier & &9 H el o Wi ¥ | Hivret Jifen & aga ysma &t
T G SRR G T 71 & o o Jeien] A X B o W@ ¥ | AR, T Tiohierd U v sy § el A
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T I B TG T I THIhd W HIGI QLT § | I8 TR S 16 ek & JaArsi o gorli b 1@
T 1 I off T T ¥ | T8 & R Terht | QA N e § | Wi wansd # e & fae a-t
QT oIt e H g 1 € SiR o1o Srera H gfig 1 <1ed o) Wi hed € | enfies w9 & reik e
S 319 ¥y o T ST T o Fe | T S WeRd 98 Tei o Thierd H Sered Wt T
T wifefeareh Sidl @ 3797 Y Y Jrfies s H 3 T 81 © € | 59 1S Tehed & Afumrt st g
W 1 3Ted YfHehT & | et & e =t 37 ganedl =1 Fees &9 3 et Ariee 27 1 am e €,
JRhTeTd T I8 @ad Jaati o aia Al ol Wi e | Aot & Ay oft Al § o6 gan ot s &
I & o 3Teh 37 & Torw s 7 srerelt o T & stfafics o1ezam wht <61 S79T9 TSR ST € 1 39S
AT Y HISHTE I THAT ST TS T@T € | TA9H Teaohierd shi feafd, fopareii anfs & deiv & vy
HX I ol R T T T &1 Th e T GErhierd 6 B @ A1 FOGH el aTedn § 4 59
YT i Sgadl o T 3Faa FeH S w114 aifeh el i =i o firet e |

- wfera fig Tom, viteneRt, AR, AT farvataame™, iR (garer)

T e 3R Ty S eUgA H W el g vl § v ¥ 1 IR A aw T e o' ¥ | SegA 9 e
ot 1 firem < foTg hiE T sraeTn S &t & g el ST & T S | |
T 2011-12 § R ITGA & 3 FFRL T & | T AR o WY SRt T=sRrer frarit Aarer Tm=ar
IRER & A= |reft 8 | Ifaeh ¥ ey Samal ol 9Tl 1 9% SIgeill 70 e o 75 | 39 AN
TS 1 TSl oft &ff ot 3R AR 27T @ forare +ft wear @1 | ¥ well o 1 o aeedn S T,
TR SHHY fob T ATaael § g ferfaen g2 @ |
U AR 1 Hod SIRGR ¥ §, 30 AFE & o1 forenfefai ofk gansit ¥ siemm e | whaafiarers
Tl Bt AR 9T ARl o foT 7 i e € ) srere et | i 2re € H s ekl e
o1 A it | o= e fgged @ T 381 & foe R FRiET Fe B § o) Tl Ay f €
it W a1 o1 o vIRa # o UEn 0 e e TR 2 2 fovara € o o1e e e amgeit ST T e # .
Wredrst. s &. Sieft & gEara ariee # 59 18 Samedi o g 9 nd B |

- [SHeeirer |TE, WaTde, ATt JHeR, ST

T W # e g AEsK Tre Tl dHex 7 o, ferenfifdt & ford 1 hoet Teaeh Sueed Bkt € afek 97
ifefeass nfafafirl 1 &g ot & | THg-T9g W g ==, gaRiad o & e ==/ 9, e R,
T SIS hHHI § TS hl STg 1@ oh! Tee1 § 98 ohy 318 YfHeRT I (&1 § | Biciioh, STSTehal Yarieli
Tera g2t ot Froftar sig (@ ¥ O gueh SISl ot wTet H igeh!, oy o de et & T g ST
IeTH FHA o G AL STI Fecarqul fant F1 W ¥ | 501 @ 11 Wil ohY =18 o SUArT TEdeh (Fi S
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STTER) FoRaTsil Y TRIG i TIoht ToRT 7 TEaahTerd i ShIEIe TG § | JRIRIeT o HITehi I TR &
Trreie e B2 I8 T TN R Wik i TR ahi off TRET0T N T hid o Tl § | g ok e Ud T b,
% GEL I oo Wiasg &g YR |

- VR AU, W, g e e st dew, S|
I T T AR 35 Ao, TR S a8 & WG o TR H A o @ T A | off 15 9 e
THEH! o 5 T 01 9% U g & ST wedr ¥ aen i of it # woml geae @i Suersy ¥ fafay
Tororil 7 | el T I oga € wirfea ¥ o fhet Ten i el 9Tea § 0 98 Wtk STus! sigd & Aea
R T § T Y] SIHT S e Teieh qah 1S T8 AgoRl 3§ 390 & dl Tganaa g | ¥ ot wh s
T T I XS e 1 ot o fédt # SToe got o, 396 Tede o SISl T el o1 3R argont &
T ST gen W ot SRl IT! B =Moo el o et el W6 off, T U8l % W 1 59 T hl @ien
T geraar it iR o g et ol ugn A 9wl & W N 9% T R ume @ | T g b e et
TSIt T STEHRY o dre =iedt 715 o |

- TSI T[T, WEH g eget, SEig |

Nothing can replace Books ever if you are in the quest of knowledge.Buying Books
is still a leisure of the few and bare pockets browse them either on the pavements or
well stacked public libraries. Doon library and research centre became my one stop
Book drop to quench my thirst for letters for the last twelve years.The best
maintained public library and research centre in the state and now waiting to be
shifted to the new state of the art premises. All the best for great years of reading and
learning ahead.

- Ajay Sharma, Member, Doon Library and Research Centre.

A good library is always a place of importance for a society. We can find valuable part
played by libraries down into the modern history of the world.

Doon Library and Research Centre has been contributing to the people of Dehradun
and adjoining region from the time of its inception. At present, purchasing books has
become a matter of luxury, majority of the society can't afford this, hence the
contribution of Doon Library increases manifold.

I'am amember of Doon Library for a long time, at present a life member. It helped me
in many ways e.g. numerous important books, guidance from researchers and staff
members, a comfortable reading room, etc.

I feel grateful towards Doon Library for the help throughout my journey till date.
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One thing which I find worth suggesting is that Doon Library should also develop
itself as a center of intellectual movement and a crucible of idea churning, which it is

completely capable of. For this end, regular seminars, symposiums and lectures
should be held.
- Nitin Mundepi, Lifetime Member, Doon Library & Research Centre
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3R a7 T WAl @ famae sl SR § s o gt Pl g g |
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AR 31fe & ATz @ v § e sifigeh famst & aararor %t fran s e €1 39 wEad 9 fad
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- Y& vt AR, WA, 9897692036

I am member of Doon Library & Research Centre for more than 5 Years, so during this
time have many experiences and Suggestions for new Library which are as follows.
Experiences

1. AsI am preparing for Govt. exams Doon Library & Research Centre provides
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many competitive books eerily available.

2. Itisvery economical unlike fees charged by private libraries..

3. Environment of Doon Library is very study friendly.

Suggestions

1. Personal Books should be allowed inside library without binding.

2. New library should be 24x7.

3. Proper maintenance of wash room's fans, Ac and heaters should be done from
time to time.

4. Library should conduct cultural events, seminars or anything different from
Daily schedule.

- Sandeep Singh , Member No.433, Doon Library & Research Centre.
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8hri N. ID. Tewari with memhers of the lihrary

Young readers sitting on the floor in the sisle
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Y |
Govemar Dr K, K, Payl in the Library,

With him are Dr B. K. Joghi
M, N, Ravi Shanka and Mr J. B, Goyal
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St Liladher Jagudi st the insogurstion Shri Liladhar Iagudi, Shri 8. K. Das and
of exhihition of newspapers national Dr Yogesh Dhesmena st the exhibition
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Annexures
The Library Throngh Numhers
1
Books in the Library: 2006-07 to October 2022

Year Nuo. of Books
Total Purchased Donated

2006 07 2156 2156 0
2007 08 4385 4385 0
2008 09 it 7533 176
2009 -10 11600 11126 474
2010 -11 13563 13074 389
2011 -12 15400 142%6 1104
02 -13 17936 16778 1158
2013 -14 20186 17973 2213
2014 -15 21601 19032 2569
2015 -16 2367 200226 3445
2016 -17 25219 21154 4065
2017 -18 26536 21587 4949
2018 -19 27077 21991 5086
2019 -20 28921 22669 6252
2020 -21 03n2 22858 7514
2021 =22 31268 23246 8022
2022 {till 32031 23547 8484
Dct. 31)
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2
Library Members: 2006-07 to October 2022

Year No. of Members
Total Annual Life
2006-07 0 0 0
2007-08 54 54 0
2008-09 223 223 0
2009-10 545 545 0
2010-11 881 867 14
2011-12 1185 1123 62
2012-13 1513 1421 92
2013-14 2011 1881 130
2014-15 2442 2280 162
2015-16 2850 2662 188
2016-17 3239 3018 221
2017-18 3638 3345 293
2018-19 3975 3641 334
2019-20 4343 3950 393
2020-21 4430 4017 413
2021-22 4668 4206 462
2022 (till 4829 4338 491
Oct. 31)
3
Readers qualifying in competitive examinations
(Till 2020-21)
Kind of Job Number
Sub -Inspector, Asstt. 35
Commandant etc.
Teacher, Lecturer 17
Bank Clerk, PO 32
Others 34
Total 118

PARADE GROUND TO LANSDOWNE CHOWK



10.

11.

12.

4

Publications

Books

Biodiversity Conservation in the Western Himalaya: Western Himalaya
ecoregional strategy and action plan, Surendra P. Singh and Rajesh Thadani
(Dehradun: Doon Library & Research Centre, Centre for Ecology
Development and Research; Bishan Singh Mahendra Pal Singh,2011)
Kumaon Anchal mein Ramlila ki Parampara, Chandra Shekhar Tewari, Ed.
(Dehradun: Doon Library & Research Centre, 2011)

Allahabad Coffee House: Chand Yadein, Manoj Panjani, Ed. (Dehradun: Doon
Library &amp; Research Centre,2012)

Chal Tumari Batey Baat: Uttarakhand ki lok kathaein, Dewan Singh Nagarkoti
(Dehradun: Doon Library & Research Centre,2012)

Uttarakhand ki Lok Bhashaein: Garhwali, Kumaoni aur Jaunsari, Dr
Achalanand Jakhmola (Dehradun: Doon Library & Research Centre, 2013)
Himalaya ke Gaon Mein: Yatra Vritant, Arun Kuksal and Chandra Shekhar
Tewari (Dehradun: Doon Library & Research Centre, Samaya Sakshya
Publications, 2013)

Lucknow ka Uttarakhand, Naveen Joshi (Dehradun: Doon Library & Research
Centre, 2014)

Sankshipta Lokokti Koshi: Garhwali, Kumaoni, Hindi, Angrezi, Bhagwati
Prasad Nautiyal, Ed. (Dehradun: Doon Library & Research Centre, 2016)
Uttarakhand: Holi ke Rang, Chandra Shekhar Tewari, Ed. (Dehradun: Doon
Library & Research Centre,2016)

Pahari Striyan, Anuradha Pande, Uttarakhand Sewa Nidhi Paryavaran Shiksha
Kendra, Almora (Dehradun: Doon Library & Research Centre, Samaya
Sakshya Publications, 2016)

Uttarakhand, Fifteen Years of Development, R.S. Tolia Ed. (Dehradun Centre
for Public Policy, School of Social Sciences, Doon University, Doon Library &
Research Centre, M/S Bishen Singh Mahendra Pal Singh , 2016)

Unfolding Central Himalaya: The Cradle of Culture, B.K. Joshi & Maheshwar
P. Joshi Eds. (Doon Library & Research Centre Dehradun, Almora Book
Depot, Almora, 2017
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

The Essential R.S.Tolia, S. K. Das, et.al. Eds. (Dehradun: Doon library &
Research Centre; M/S Bishen Singh Mahendra Pal Singh ,2017)

Nalni Dhar Jayal: A Many Splendoured Life, Surjit Das, Indira Ramesh,
Kusum Rawat Eds. (Doon library & Research Centre; M/S Bishen Singh
Mahendra Pal Singh , 2019)

Garhwali Maangal (Collection of songs sung on festive occasions in Garhwal
in Hindi), Shanti Prakash Jigyasu (Dehradun: Doon Library & Research
Centre; Samaya Sakshya 2019)

Footprints of Bengal on the Himalayas, Monika Talukdar Ed. (Dehradun: Doon
Library & Research Centre; Bishen Singh Mahendra Pal Singh ,2019)
Language Endangerment and Language Revitalization in Himalaya:
Proceedings of the International Seminar on Endangered Languages of
Himalaya, Eds. B.K.Joshi; Madhav P.Pokharel; Maheshwar P. Joshi; Assistant
Editor: Arushi Uniyal (Dehradun: Doon Library & Research Centre and
Bishen Singh Mahendra Pal Singh, 2020)

Raji-English Dictionary, Kavita Rastogi (Dehradun: Doon library & Research
Centre and Bishen Singh Mahendra Pal Singh, 2020)

The Ideological Progression of the Women's Question in Colonial India, 1820-
1947, Manoj Panjani (Dehradun: Doon Library & Research Centre; Samaya
Sakshaya, 2021).

Ye Chirag Jal Rahey Hain, Naveen Joshi (Dehradun :Doon Library & Research
Centre and Samaya Sakshya, 2021.

Uttarakand ka Parvatiya Samaj Aur Badalta Aarthik Paridrishya. Arun
Kuksal and Chandrashekhar Tewari (Dehradun: Doon Library & Research
Centre and Samaya Sakshya, 2021)

Monographs

1.

50

Uttarakhand ke Samajik Itihas Lekhan ki Samasyaein, Prof. D. D. Sharma,
(Dehradun: Doon Library & Research Centre, 2010)

Towards a New Architecture of Local Government with special reference to
Uttarakhand, B. K. Joshi (Bangalore: Centre for Budget and Policy Studies and
Doon Library & Research Centre, 2010)

Neither of the Hills nor of the City: Glimpses of peri-urban lives in a time of
rapid change, Manjari Mehta (Dehradun: Doon Library & Research Centre,
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2014)

4. Proto Indo-European, Indo-Aryan Himalayan Aryan Languages: New
perspectives on some old questions, Klaus Peter Zoller (Dehradun: Doon
Library & Research Centre; Bishan Singh Mahendra Pal Singh, 2016)

5. Gaon Ke Bayan Pritam Apachhyan, Dehradun: Doon Library & Research
Centre; Samay Sakshaya, 2019)

6. Lok Me Parva Aur Parampara, Chandra Shekhar Tewari, (Dehradun: Doon
Llibrary & Research Centre, 2020)

Occasional Papers

1.  Reflections onreform of Higher Education in Uttarakhand, B. K. Joshi, 2008

2. Lok Sabha Elections in Uttarakhand: An Analysis, B. K. Joshi, 2009

3. Readership Survey: Preliminary Results, B. K. Joshi & Chandra Shekhar
Tewari, 2010

4.  Census 2011: Preliminary Analysis of Results for Uttarakhand, B. K. Joshi,
2011

5. "Missing" Girl Child in Uttarakhand, B. K. Joshi, 2012

6. Gyan Sansadhan Kendra ke Roop Mein Pustakalaya ka Yogdaan, B. K. Joshi &
Chandra Shekhar Tewari, 2014

7. Musings after the Deluge: Conceptualising Sustainable Development in
Uttarakhand, B. K. Joshi, 2014

8.  Second World War and Hindi Cinema: A Documentation, Manoj Panjani, 2014

9.  Water And Migration in The Development Discourse of Uttarakhand: Reality
Check Based on Analysis of Recent Data, B.K.Joshi, 2018

10. After the Lockdown Some Thoughts On Reviving Development In
Uttarakhand B.K.Joshi, 2020

11. R.S.ToliaMemorial Lecture -2019, S.K Das, 2020

12. R.S. Tolia Memorial Lecture- 2020, Conservation and Sustainable Use of
Biodiversity for Human Wellbeing in the Indian Himalayan Region, Dr. Gopal
S.Rawat, 2021

13. Dr. R.S. Tolia Memorial Lecture-2021, Uttarakhand@25, N.Ravi Shanker

(2021)
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