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Discussion on war in Hindi
cinema and screening of
short film on Vijay Anand

A discussion on the theme of 'War in
Hindi Cinema' was organised at the
Doon Library & Research Centre on
January 4, 2013 in which Dr.
Purushottam Upadhyaya, Dr. Atul
Sharma, Ms. Naseem Bano, and Dr
Manoj Panjani Research Associate,
Doon Library & Research Centre
participated.

Ashort film on well-known director Vijay

Anand was screened on 24, January
2013
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Participation in Industrial
Expo at Haridwar

The Doon Library & Research Centre put
up a stall atthe Industrial Expo organised
by the Confederation of Indian Industry,
Uttarakhand and SIDCUL at Haridwar
during January 18-21, 2013. The stall
provided an opportunity to highlight the
library and its various activities through
the medium of photographs, charts,
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posters, newsletter and pamphlet.
Many visitors to the expo showed keen
interest in the library and its activities.
The Doon Library & Reseach Centre
expresses its gratitude to CIlI
Uttarakhand for inviting it to put up its
stall free of charge.
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This eighth edition of our news letter

Himadri brings you news about the
activities of your library during the past
few months. We are happy to inform
you that we have completed seven
years of existence early this month. The
journey that we embarked upon seven
ago has been a momentous and
enjoyable one. We can now say with
some confidence that we have
achieved a fair degree of stability and
are being recognised as an important
institution serving the book loving
people of the city. Ample evidence is
provided by the steady increase in our
membership as well as the constant
flow of readers to the library. We have
reason to feel satisfied, though not
complacent, by the progress made by
us in this short period of seven years.
The number of books on our shelves is
just short of 20,000, while the
membership is close to 1,800. All
through the day there is a steady
stream of readers in the library. Both
our reading rooms are full with readers.
Many a times people don't find space to
sit. It is indeed a very satisfying sight to
see a large number of young people —
both boys and girls — sitting for hours
together in the reading room busy with
books. Many of them are preparing for
some competitive examination, and a
fair number have also been qualifying.
What better testimonial to our
contribution than that we have helped
many a young person qualify for a job.
With the onset of winter another

From the Director

pleasant sight that has greeted us is
seeing groups of boys and girls sitting in
the sun in our tiny lawn and either
studying their own books or holding
discussion related to their studies. They
tell us that they find the library
premises a conducive place to study
and discuss among themselves. How |
wish we could give them a larger lawn
with pleasanter surroundings!

Our biggest problem now is the severe
shortage of space. We are desperately
trying to get some more space in the
present location so that we are able to
provide much better service to our
members and readers, which they
certainly deserve. The only advantage
of our present location, and it's a very
big advantage, is our central location
that provides easy access. We do not
want to forsake this advantage. Thus
our effort is to somehow expand our
space at the present location. We
would like our members, readers and
well-wishers to support our effort in
trying to get more space by adding their
voice in our support. With our
combined effort we should be able to
succeed.

The Doon Library & Research Centre
has also been organizing talks, panel
discussions, presentations and
discussion on books. These have
become an important means of
connecting with the book-loving and
enlightened citizens of Dehradun.
These programmes, which are
described in some detail in this
newsletter, have proved to be quite
popular. We have been receiving
suggestions for talks or discussions on
specific topics and subjects, or for
inviting particular persons to give a talk.
We welcome all such suggestions and
try our best to respond to them.
However, we do have our limitations,
the most significant being that we do
not have our own hall and are
dependent on hiring halls outside,
which may not always be available

within our means, which prevent us
from holding more programmes.

We also have a modest publication
programme. So far we have brought
out over a dozen papers and
monographs on a diverse range of
subjects. A list of our publications is
available om our website:
www.doonlibrary.org. Our ambition
and effort is to build a first rate, state-
of-the-art library in Dehradun; Inshah
Allah with your support we will
succeed. | look forward to your
continued supportand patronage.

With 2014 knocking at our door, | take
this opportunity to wish all our
members, well-wishers and readers a
Very Happy New Year.

Homage to Victims of the
June Tragedy

This new edition of Himadri comes at a
time when Uttarakhand is still reeling
from the after effects of the
unprecedented disaster that struck the
state during June 16-17. The fury of
nature unleashed on the fateful two
days will remain stuck in our memory
for a very long time. We still do not
know how many lives were lost, as a
large number of people are listed as
missing, perhaps lying buried under the
debris or washed away in the raging
waters of therivers or lost in the forests.
The suffering of the locals who lost their
houses, fields, bread-winners and
means of livelihood supportis no less. A
bleak future continues to stare many
families in the face and the daunting
task of rehabilitation remains to be
addressed. We pay our homage to
those who lost their lives. Our
symapathies also go out to families who
lost their property and livelihoods and
are struggling to come to terms with the
horrible tragedy that has befallen them.

We therefore dedicate this edition of
Himadri to the victims of this
horrendous tragedy.
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Talk on Monetary Policy
The Doon Library & Research Centre
organised a talk on monetary policy
formulation by Shri M. D. Patra, Head
of Monetary Policy Department,
Reserve Bank of India on February 07,
2013. He analysed the relation
between monetary policy and fiscal

policy with the former being the
responsibility of the RBI and the latter
of the Finance Ministry, Government

of India. He emphasised the
importance of proper balance
between these policies in the interests
of financial stability and the need to
promote economic growth while
keeping inflation under control. He
also underlined the role of the
external sector, especially current
account deficit, in influencing
monetary policy and ultimately
inflation and economic growth rates.
Shri Patra's talk was followed by a
lively question and answer session.
Shri R. S. Tolia, former Chief
Informationer Commissioner and
former Chief Secretary Uttarakhand
presided, and the distinguished
audience included Shri I. K. Pande,
former Chief Secretary Uttarakhand
and officials of the Finance
department, Government of
Uttarakhand.
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Tributes to Anand Ballabh
Upreti
The untimely death of senior litterateur
and journalist Shri Anand Ballabh Upreti
on February 22, 2013 was condoled at a
meeting on February 25, 2013 at the
Doon Library & Research Centre.
Tributes were paid to Shri Upreti by
members of the Progressive Journalists
Union, litterateurs and his admirers. His
spirit of dedication to his work despite
the constant struggle for existence were
recalled by the speakers.
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Discussion on Batrohi's
new novel Garbhagriha
mein Nainital

A discussion on the new novel

Garbhagriha mein Nainital by the well-
known writer Laxman Singh Bisht
'‘Batrohi' was organised on April 20,
2013. Senior writer Shri Subhash Pant
presided and Shri Pankaj Bisht, editor of
the journal Samayanter, Shri R. S. Tolia,
former Chief Information Commissioner
and Chief Secretary Uttarakhand were
distinguished guests. Many eminent
writers from Delhi viz., Devendra
Mewadi, Harisuman Bisht, Secretary
Hindi Akademi, Delhi, Executive Editor,
Karmabhoomi Samvad, Charu Tewari,
Kshitij Sharma and Chandan Singh
Dangi; and from Dehradun viz. Navin
Naithani, Vijay Gaur, Trepan Singh
Chauhan, Geeta Gairola, Atul Sharma,
Gurudeep Khirana, Mukesh Nautiyal,
Prof. Dhirendra Sharma, Bhanupratap
Singh and others were present and
talked about the novel. The programme
was conducted by Shri Chandra Shekhar
Tewari, Research Associate Doon Library
& Research Centre.

Dr Batrohi's new novel marks a radical
departure from the traditional structure
of the novel and embraces a new genre
of writing. It is like an abstract painting
that has many colours, painted here with
a brush, somewhere with a knife and
somewhere in the form of a line drawing.
Batrohi and | were classmates and have
lived the life and times depicted in the
novel. For me reading the novel wa like
revisiting the Nainital of those times.

— Devendra Mewadi
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Exhibition on Hundred

Years of India Cinema
An exhibition on "Hundred Years of
India Cinema" consisting of
photographs and news reports, many
of them quite rare, was organised in
the Library premises for two weeks. A
special feature of the exhibition was
that many photographs and reports
pertained to people working behind
the camera who do not appear on the
silver screen, but whose contribution
to the making of films is extremely
important. On the conclusion of the
exhibition the 1971 film Tere Mere
Sapne directed by Vijay Anand was
shown. Material for the exhibition was
from the private collection of Dr
Manoj Panjani, Research Associate
DLRC. He also answered the questions
of the visitors and shared information
about the exhibits with them. Dr.
dedicated this
exhibition to his two friends, sound
Shri B.K. Chaturvedi &
production executive, Shri Ravichand

Manoj Panjani

recordist,

6 Nalappa.
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Screening of When Four

Friends Meet

On May 18, 2013 the film When Four
Friends Meet was screened by Shri Atul
Gupta before the young library users.
The film has been directed and

presented by Rahul Roy and script is by
Saba Dewan and Rahul Roy. It deals with
issues of adolescence, coming to terms
with their sexuality, and relations with
the opposite sex among youth. The
screening was followed by a discussion
facilitated by Shri Gupta.
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Assistance for people
affected by the June

disaster

The staff and members of the Doon
Library and Research Centre collected
eleven thousand rupees for the people
affected by the unprecedented disaster
that struck Kedar valley and Badrinath-
Hemkund region in Chamoli district and
parts of Uttarkashi, Pithoragarh and
Bageshwar districts caused by heavy
rain during June 16-17, 2013. Assistance
in the form of children's books worth
five thousand rupees was also provided
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to Gramin Vikas Samiti, a Pithoragarh
based NGO working with displaced
women and children in a rehabilitation
campin Dharchula.
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Talk by Sir Mark Tully

A talk by the well-known writer,
journalist and former Delhi Bureau Chief
of BBC Radio, Sir Mark Tully was
organized by the Doon Library &
Research Centre in collaboration with
the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Dehradun
Branch on July 30, 2013. In his
illuminating talk before a full house
Mark Tully touched upon a number of
important issues before India and spoke
warmly about his own experience of the
country gained over his long stint as a
journalist which took him to various
parts of India, including some remote
areas. At the same time he did not hold
back any punches while criticising
criminalisation of politics and was all
praise for the Election Commission He
laid emphasis on the need for
institutional development His latest
book No Full Stops in India remained at
the center of Mark Tully's talk, as well as
of three other speakers, well-known
Doon based author I. Allan Sealy, former
Director-General Police A. B. Lal, and
author Arvindar Singh who, who
discussed his book. Mark Tully's former
colleague and co-author of Amritsar:
Mrs Gandhi's Last Battle also spoke on
the occasion. The programme was
anchored by Dr B. K. Joshi, Director Doon
Library & Research Centre.
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Panel Discussion

A Panel Discussion on Secularism,
Diversity and Inclusion was organised on
August 17, 2013. The panellists included
Dr Sekhar Raha, Ms. Jo Chopra and Dr B.
K. Joshi. The panel discussion was
followed by a lively question and answer
session and discussion. The audience
included a number of students from
MKP PG College and Hope Town school.

o1, 3 o o1t & fereit Hore
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Prof. D. D. Sharma
Collection in the Library

Family members of the late Prof.
D. Sharma, well-known scholar of
Sanskrit, Linguistics, languages and
culture of the Himalayan region,
donated his private collection of books
to the Doon Library & Research Centre,
as desired by Pro. Sharma before his
death last year. The collection consists of
441 books, many of them quite rare and
out of print, on a variety of subjects viz.
Sanskrit, Linguistics, Culture, History,
languages of the Himalayan region,
dictionaries of various languages etc.
representing the range of hisintellectual
interests. The books have been placed
in a special Prof. D. D. Sharma Collection
inaugurated by Shri N. S. Napalchyal,
Chief Information Commissioner
Uttarakhand and former Chief Secretary
Uttarakhand at a simple ceremony on
September 17, 2013 in the presence of
Prof. Sharma's son, Col. Manoj Sharma
(who gave the books tothe library) and a
number of literary personalities of the
city.

Prof D. D. Sharma (born 23 October 1924
at Bhimtal; died 16 March 2012 at
Haldwani) retired as Professor and Head
of Department of Sanskrit, Panjab
University, Chandigarh. Apart from
Sanskrit his other academic interests
included Linguistics, Ancient Indian
History and Culture in which he made
important research contribution. He
was familiar with more than 15
languages including French, German
and Persian. His publications include
more than four dozen books and over
two hundred research papers. Some of
his well-known books include Cultural
History of Uttarakhand, Tribal
Languages of Uttarakhand, Tribal
languages of Ladakh, Madhya Himalaya
ke Khas. He was a recipient of numerous
awards. In 2010 he was conferred the
Padma Shri by the President of India

T 91q Srelr” o fe=m
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Talk by Ram Babu 'Junglee’

The Doon Library & Research Centre
organized a talk on forests, wildlife and
the environment for the young readers
and users of the library by Shri Ram
Babu 'Junglee' on August 24, 2013.
'Jungleeji', as he prefers to be called, has
adeep knowledge of wildlife and forests

of Uttarakhand derived from his close
observations of animals in their natural
habitat, having spent his whole life
roaming and living in forests. He gave a
simple but forceful message of
protecting the environment especially
forests and wildlife to the youth. He
pointed out that the gradual depletion
of forests is having an adverse impact on
the habitat of wild animals so that they
are now being forced out of the forests
into human habitations resulting in
increasing incidence of man-animal
conflicts. The answer to this problem lies
in preservation of natural forests and the
habitat of wildlife. 'Jungleeji' can
impersonate the call of a large number
of wild animals and birds. He gave a
short demonstration of this skill to the
delight of the young audience.

fedih 6 FaWR, 2013 &
IR TaH TE s &l AR 9
e Wicew w1 fael g
‘wrgfen =’ @1 o= fohan e |
fordrem =1 28 FefeT ded derve |
SIS ga | ‘wEfen i’ TR
AreafaHE (autism) q tﬁ'%_d ‘Eﬁ
fearera # WwA Al Uh @IS i
FHEHI & | TE ASHT Teh =] AT T

T 7 | et e e 36 e
&t AfEeht SR 3T qfd 3 fwan |
AT el shi g3 I feredt it
7T Th g werdt %, fod
ﬂ@ﬁ"ﬂg (autism) H I &
ST Ikl o Fsit Sitad & TE
1 oft reTes A B |

fom=m & Wk W e I A7 A
&1 TE FEIeT % AR W AfEe
Jferae Ficed, sfagasr ef. T
TATA, S TEIehTerd T W g h

freees e stah. Sieht @it e
sRfa 9% 7 38 I&Ie R == & |
SIS T HaTeT G JRIRTTd T,
WY g h FABhR 4l TS Foi19
e | fereter =it =1e off foh heri &
e W A ot A T
SHTohH H W@l | SR H 3ufeerd A
aﬁ'ﬂTzﬁ‘TﬂﬁﬁWﬁﬁg(autism) S|
grafyd § au wee A o
fma ==t @ 113? aTFq'i%lTﬁg (autism)
Ry fhed «ff feamt i |

Dehradun launch of Finding

Neema by Juliet Reynolds

On November 06, 2013 the library
organised the Dehradun launch of the
book Finding Neema written by the
Doon based writer Juliet Reynolds. The
book deals with the experiences of the
author and her late husband in dealing
with and coming to terms with raising an
autistic child of their maid, whom they
ultimately adopt. The programme
started with the screening of three short
films on autism. Juliet Reynolds talked
about her experiences and frustrations
in dealing with an autistic child, and also
read excerpts from the book. A panel of
three persons viz., Roshan Dalal,
Arvindar Singh and B. K. Joshi talked
about the book. A special feature of the
occasion was the presence of Neema,
the main subject of the book, who was
invited to share the stage with the
panellists. The presentations and
readings was followed by a question and
answer session. The programme was
anchored by Rajen Brijnath, Aduviser,
Doon Library & research Centre.

ArpATST 3R =) Bw
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Discussion on Uttarakhand
ki Lok Bhashayein by Dr
Achalanand Jakhmola

On December 13, 2013 a discussion on
the book Uttarakhand ki Lok
Bhashayein: Garhwali, Kumaoni aur
Jaunsari written by Dr Achalanand
Jakhmola, a well-known authority on
languages of Uttarakhand Himalaya,
was organised. The book has been
published by the Doon Library &
Research Centre jointly with Winsar
Publishing Company. Dr Jakhmola gave
a broad overview of the book. The Chief
Guest for the function was the leading

Hindi poet Shri Liladhar Jagudi, while
Shri Muniram Saklani, Director,
Pitambar Datt Barthwal Hindi
Academy was the distinguished guest.
A large number of litterateurs and
distinguished persons attended the
function. Dr B. K. Joshi, Director Doon
Library & Research Centre welcomed
the guests and Shri Chandra Shekhar
Tewari, research Associate, Doon
Library & Research Centre was the
anchor for the function.
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Librarians' Day Celebration

For the fourth year in succession a
programme in celebration of Librarians'
Day to commemorate the memory and
contribution to library science and
library movement in India of Dr S. R.
Ranganathan, the 'Father of Library
Science' in India was organised in
collaboration with the Central
Government Library Association,
Uttarakhand Branch on August 12,2013.
Dr Anil Kumar Dhiman, Information
Scientist, Gurukul Kangri University,
Haridwar was the Chief Guest. Following
its past practice CGLA honoured Shri M.
C. Raghavan, former Librarian IIPA
Library New Delhi with its Lifetime
Achievement Award.

Aam Aadmi Party
Phenomenon; Not the First
Effort

In 1977,when several parties of the
opposition merged to form the Janta
Party,in order to challenge the ruling
Congress party.The film fraternity

which had suffered during the
Emergency due to the whimsical
behaviour of the Censor Board
campaigned for the Janta Party.The
Janta Party collapsed under the
weight of its own contradiction
twenty eight months later Mid-term
elections were announced. The
middle class voter in general was
dissillusioned. The film fraternity led
by matinee idol Dev Anand formed
the National Party,to contest the
elections. A rally was organized at
the Shivaji Park in Mumbai. The idea
was that let the best brains come
forward and lead the country.
However, this initiative could not get
the support of even the film
fraternity. The fear was that those
who came out to support the
National Party would be victimised
when the Indira Gandhi led
Congress came back to power. The
next release of Dev Anand did get
stuck with the Censor Board.

There were no private television
news channels which functioned
round the clock at that time. This
phenomenon in India is only 15 years
old. The social media phenomenon is
only four years old. Even 20 years
back there were very few outlets
through which a common person
could express his views. The only
medium was the letter to the editor
column in leading news papers. After
the phenomenon of 24 hour news
channels, came the concept of
phone-in television, through which
you could express your view-point on
phone during a live television
programe. News Channels ask for
views of people on key social and
political issues through SMS. Social
networking sites and blogs are some
other means of empowering the
common man. When Arvind Kejriwal
formed the Aam Aadmi Party,even
the supporters of the movement for
Jan Lokpal were sceptical. The

political class announced the death 11
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of the movement. But what actually
happenedis history.

Therer are other factors besides
technology which have benefited
the Aam Aadmi Party. Thirtytwo
years earlier the Congress Party was
firmly ruling at the Centre as well as
in the States.lt had a subservient
judiciary at its disposal. The middle
class thought that electorally it was
in @ miniscule minority. What it
thought really did not matter. People
were even apprehensive of
criticising the government in public.
There was a legitimate fear of being

Saibal Chatterjee, Echoes
and Silences,The life and
cinema of Gulzar,
New-Delhi, 2007

Inthe U Sitis said that one fourth of
the books published are on the
subject of cinema. However,even
though a much larger number of
films are produced in India that
culture did not exist.Of late there is
a welcome change.Books are being
written and there is an effort to
document the multi-faceted
aspects of Indian cinema
particularly the mainstream. Saibal
Chatterjee has been a respected
journalist with the Times of India
group.Gulzar has rendered yeoman
service to Hindi cinema and even
television in many capacities-
lyricist,writer,director-for fifty
years.His essential inclination was
towards literature.Bimal Roy
successfully persuaded him to lend
his talent to cinema.The Bimal Roy
school of film making has given
many legends to Hindi cinema,like
Hrishikesh Mukherji,writer
Nabendu Ghosh,music director,Salil
Chaudhary,art director Sudhendu
Roy, director Basu Bhattacharya and

12 Gulzar.By documenting the life and

rounded up by the CID sleuths.

From 1991 onwards an era of
coalition governments started. The
higher judiciary and the election
commission asserted their
autonomy. From time to time they
delivered punches which gave the
political establishment a red nose.
Nobody complained, especially the
middle class. The middle class
realized that electorally it was not
insignificant. The right to vote was a
potent weapon in their hands. If they
did not use it they had no right to
criticise the politician. In the recent

career of Gulzar,the author has
succeeded in recreating the creative
urges of many of Gulzar's
associates,people who lived their
lives on their own terms and
prospered in the world of

8

past we have also seen that there
have been many persons who have
done very well in the corporate
world. They left their jobs for doing
social work. Many such people have
joined the Aam Aadmi Party. These
were the factors which benefitted
the Aam Aadmi Party and which
were not available to Dev Anand's
National Party. Interestingly enough
the Aam Admi Party phenomenon
had been anticipated in films like
Nayak (2001), Yuva (2004) and
Ranjhana (2013)

Manoj Panjani

commercial cinema without making
compromises.The fascinating
process of films being made with a
literary sensibility has been well
documented.

Manoj Panjani

EcHOES & ELOQUENCES
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SAIBAL CHATTERJEE
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Screening of 'Rajanigandha’
The film 'Rajanigandha’ was screened
under the joint auspices of the Doon
Library & Research Centre and World

JCARTEVES B ATBHTETY

e %1 q&a § TIgarelt ~E
el & wWEd, Yhfd IR wiftes
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Integrity Centre on Aprill9, 2013. Prior
to the screening Dr Manoj Panjani,
Research Associate, Doon Library &
Research Centre talked about the
making of and other matters related to
the film. Rajanigandha is based on the
short story 'Yahi Sach' by Mannu
Bhandari published in 1954. Urdu
writer Ms. Naseem Bano gave areading
of the story before the screening which
was followed by a talk on depiction of
women in stories written by women
writers.This talk was given by Rashmi
Rawat,Lecturer of Hindi,Delhi College
of Arts And Commerce,New-Delhi.
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